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The Honorable Patrick Leahy
United States Senate

437 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Leahy:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the

needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Tina Smith
United States Senate

720 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Smith:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the

needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.

N R

Secretary

Al



—

) of

TFC 96 2019

The Honorable Chris Van Hollen
United States Senate

110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Van Hollen:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senate

478 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Gillibrand:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

[ appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Elizabeth Warren
United States Senate

309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Warren:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

[ appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

[ remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Richard Durbin
United States Senate

711 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Durbin:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

[ appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Jeffrey Merkley
United States Senate

313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Merkley:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate

528 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Menendez:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Kamala Harris
United States Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Harris:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Patty Murray
United States Senate

154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Murray:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Maria Cantwell
United States Senate

511 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Cantwell:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
United States Senate

731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Stabenow:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

[ appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

[ remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Tom Udall
United States Senate

531 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Udall:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking etfort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Edward Markey
United States Senate

255 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Markey:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Cory Booker
United States Senate

717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Booker:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

[ appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the

needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate

331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Feinstein:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

[ appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

[ remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Bernard Sanders
United States Senate

332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Sanders:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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The Honorable Richard Blumenthal
United States Senate

706 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Senator Blumenthal:

Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2019, cosigned by your colleagues, regarding the
Alaska Roadless Rulemaking effort.

I appreciate your comments on the Roadless Rule, its application to the Tongass National Forest,
and the rulemaking process. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service will enter
your comment into the public record. Your comments will be taken into account as we move
forward towards developing a final Rule.

I remain committed to meeting the economic, social, and natural resource needs of Alaskans and
all Americans. The Forest Service is working to ensure that we continue to contribute to the
resilience of forests and communities in Alaska and across the country by investing in sound
forest stewardship in partnership with States, tribes, local governments and other partners.

Throughout its work on the Alaska Roadless Rule, the Forest Service will uphold its mission to
sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of our Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the
needs of present and future generations.

Thank you for participating in this process and your continued interest in the management of
America’s National Forests. A similar response is also being sent to your colleagues.
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Alaska’s Roadless areas have been home to Alaska Native groups since time immemorial and
they rely upon the Tongass’ lands and waters for cultural resources, subsistence lifestyles, and
their livelihoods. The 2001 Rule stopped destructive logging of old-growth Tongass tracts that
had damaged areas of traditional and customary use and destroyed sacred Native sites. That is
why Southeast Alaska Natives have repeatedly spoken out against removing Roadless Rule
protections for these areas.

We are also deeply concerned over reports that selection of the DEIS preferred alternative may
have been inappropriately influenced by the White House and timber industry groups and does
not reflect the recommendations of USDA scientists and career officials. We believe those
professionals know that the 2001 Roadless Rule is working for Southeast Alaska. The Rule is
protecting national forest land from wasteful roadbuilding and commercial logging while
providing the flexibility needed for numerous development activities and a strong regional
economy. Overall in Alaska, the USFS has reviewed and approved, typically within two months,
dozens of projects within roadless areas including 29 mining projects, nine hydropower or
intertie projects, a geothermal lease, and even an aerial tram.

We ask that you listen to scientists, economists, businesses, Alaska Natives, conservationists,
recreationists, and millions of our constituents who object to the DEIS preferred alternative and
request that you select the No Action alternative. Doing so will ensure the Tongass remains a
nurturing home, cherished destination, and irreplaceable national treasure.

Sincerely,

ATANSEL L%E W VALY P WRE

United States Senator United States Senator

101N WUadall
United States Senator e s e
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