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United States Department of Agriculture

Office of the Secretary
Washington, D.C. 20250

April 27, 2020

The Honorable Frank Murkowski
Governor

State of Alaska

Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

Dear Governor Murkowski:

Thank you for your letter of March 2, 2020, regarding the Citizen Advisory Committee’s
recommendations on the Alaska-specific roadless rule. I apologize for the delayed response.

The State of Alaska raised similar issues in their comments on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement and through their role as a cooperating agency in the rulemaking effort.

In my letter to you dated February 25, 2020, I offered my assurance that during the development of an
Alaska-specific roadless rule, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest Service would revisit and
carefully evaluate the Citizen Advisory Committee’s recommendations regarding new exceptions.
The Forest Service engaged with the State of Alaska as a cooperating agency multiple times since
January of this year and has modified the rule language under each alternative to address concerns
raised by you and the State.

Aligned with the Citizen Advisory Committee recommendations, you also requested that the final rule
mandate the authorization of certain roads. The proposed Alaska Roadless Rule is programmatic in
nature and does not authorize any ground-disturbing activities, nor does it analyze environmental
effects to a level sufficient to authorize site-specific road projects. That work must be done at the
project scale with appropriate public outreach and required environmental review under the National
Environmental Policy Act.

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to the people of Alaska.

il

Sonny Perdue
Secretary

Sincerely,

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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