
Hoonah Indian Association, Organized Village of Kasaan, Organized Village of Kake, Organized Village of 

Saxman, Ketchikan Indian Community, Klawock Cooperative Association, Central Council of Tlingit and 

Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska, Craig Tribal Association, Skagway Traditional Council

April 27, 2020 

Sonny Perdue, Secretary of Agriculture 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 1400 

Independence Avenue, SW Washington, DC 

20250 

Dear Honorable Secretary Perdue, 

Since time immemorial, we, the indigenous peoples of Southeast Alaska, have enjoyed an intimate 

connection with HaaAani (Our Land). The land and waters ofour homelands are essential to, and 

inseparable from, our culture, community vibrancy, rural subsistence lifestyles, and economic opportunity. 

The tribes signed below have our roots in the Tongass National Forest and have defended the integrity of 

our indigenous habitat from the destructive forces of colonization since the arrival of the 

"dleit kaa"to our lands several hundred years ago. 

The United States Forest Service's Draft Tongass Rule proposed granting the State of Alaska's petition for 

an Alaskan exemption to the Road less Area Conservation Rule. The Forest Service appears to be advancing 

the Final Tongass Road less Rule review even though a state of national emergency has been declared. President 

Trump issued an executive order declaring a state of national emergency on March 13, 2020, in response to 

the COVID-19 outbreak in the United States. Since then, numerous U.S. governmental organizations, including 

the U.S. Supreme Court and the Internal Revenue Service, have announced extensions of normal filing deadlines 

because of ongoing public health concerns relating to COVID-19. Additionally, in Alaska, Governor Dunleavy has 

instituted numerous restrictions limiting the public's ability to gather, work and travel. Communities are using 

all existing resources to prepare and address this health crisis. All of these restrictions make it extremely 

challenging, if not impossible, to engage in the federal rulemaking. 

To our knowledge, the U.S. Forest Service has not issued guidance regarding extensions of time on proposed 

national forest management plans and projects. The "Coronavirus Frequently Asked Questions" document on 

the Forest Service website (as of March 23) indicates that various management activities such as monitoring and 

grazing allotment inspections may be delayed, but it does not address the question of extending deadlines or 

taking other steps to accommodate the Tribes' needs for additional time to participate in normal planning 

processes. 

We are aware that some individual national forests are extending or deferring comment or objection periods. 

For example, on March 18 the Nantahala-Pisgah National Forest announced that it is extending the public 

comment period on its draft forest plan, explaining that "[w]e recognize that there is a need to extend the 

comment period to accommodate meaningful public involvement." Similarly, on March 20, the supervisor of 

the Daniel Boone National Forest cancelled the objection process for the South Red Bird Wildlife Habitat 

Enhancement Project, stating, "The public and our interested parties are currently overwhelmed with life­

changing circumstances as public health officials seek to address the Coronavirus (COVID-19). This event is 

affecting our interested stakehold. ers as well as our Forest Service staff as we seek to continue delivery of public

services." 





Richard J. Peterson, President
Central Council of Tlingit & Haida
Indian Tribes of Alaska

Jaime Bricker, President
Skagway Traditional Council
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