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The Honorable Ronald Leighton 

President 

Organized Village of Kasaan 

Post Office Box 26-KXA 

Ketchikan, Alaska  99950 

 

Dear President Leighton: 

 

Thank you for your petition of July 21, 2020, cosigned by President Joel Jackson, regarding the nine 

sovereign southeast Alaska Tribal governments’ requests for the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) to commence a rulemaking for a Traditional Homelands Conservation Rule.  I apologize for 

the delayed response. 

 

I appreciate the information you shared with me and I, too, share your interest in sustainable 

management of National Forests and the economic prosperity afforded by these natural resources.  

I will continue to ensure that USDA’s Forest Service management results in the long-term sustainable 

utilization of healthy and resilient forests that meet the needs of the Tribes and all Americans. 

 

I will consider your petition and the available options to address your concerns.  In the meantime, the 

Forest Service will continue to work closely with Tribes to meet our government-to-government 

consultation responsibilities in these challenging times. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris French, Deputy Chief of the National Forest System, at 

(202) 205-1689 or chris.french@usda.gov.  A similar response is being sent to Mr. Jackson. 

 

Sincerely,  

      
Sonny Perdue 

Secretary 
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The Honorable Joel Jackson 

President 

Organized Village of Kake 

Post Office Box 316 

Kake, Alaska  99830 

 

Dear President Jackson: 

 

Thank you for your petition of July 21, 2020, cosigned by President Ronald Leighton, regarding the 

nine sovereign southeast Alaska Tribal governments’ requests for the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) to commence a rulemaking for a Traditional Homelands Conservation Rule.  I apologize for 

the delayed response. 

 

I appreciate the information you shared with me and I, too, share your interest in sustainable 

management of National Forests and the economic prosperity afforded by these natural resources.  

I will continue to ensure that USDA’s Forest Service management results in the long-term sustainable 

utilization of healthy and resilient forests that meet the needs of the Tribes and all Americans. 

 

I will consider your petition and the available options to address your concerns.  In the meantime, the 

Forest Service will continue to work closely with Tribes to meet our government-to-government 

consultation responsibilities in these challenging times. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris French, Deputy Chief of the National Forest System, at 

(202) 205-1689 or chris.french@usda.gov.  A similar response is being sent to Mr. Leighton. 

 

Sincerely,  

      
Sonny Perdue 

Secretary 



ORGANIZED VILLAGE OF KASAAN, ORGANIZED VILLAGE OF KAKE, KLAWOCK COOPERATIVE 

ASSOCIATION, HOONAH INDIAN ASSOCIATION, KETCHIKAN INDIAN COMMUNITY, SKAGWAY 

TRADITIONAL COUNCIL, ORGANIZED VILLAGE OF SAXMAN, YAKUTAT TLINGIT TRIBE, CENTRAL 

COUNCIL TLINGIT AND HAIDA INDIAN TRIBES OF ALASKA 

 

 

July 21, 2020  

 

Sonny Perdue, Secretary of Agriculture 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, DC 20250 

 

 

Dear Secretary Perdue,  

 

Enclosed you will find an Administrative Procedures Act petition from nine sovereign southeast Alaska 

Tribal governments, petitioning the United States government to commence a new rulemaking in 

collaboration with Tribes to create a Traditional Homelands Conservation Rule that identifies and 

protects traditional and customary uses of the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian peoples in the Tongass 

National Forest.  This petition also requests the USDA create a new process for engaging in consultation 

with Tribes based on the principle of “mutual concurrence”.  

 

Our Tribes are engaging in our constitutional right to petition the United Stated government.  Tribes 

submit this petition because the agency’s decision‐making process in the Alaska Roadless Rulemaking 

disrespected, excluded, ignored and ultimately disenfranchised the voices of our Alaska Native people 

and Tribes who are keenly interested in the stewardship of our traditional homelands. The rationale as 

to why our traditional homelands need a new rulemaking process to protect our homelands’ integrity is 

clear: the federal agency has succumbed to political pressure regarding Tongass land management time 

and time again, while local communities struggle to live with impacts of short‐sighted, unsustainable 

management paradigms.  

 

We are fighting for our cultural survival; our way of life. The continuous chipping away at protections for 

the areas that produce our food, sustain our culture, build our homes, and provide for our people must 

end. The Traditional Homelands Conservation Rule provides a path forward to identify and protect the 

areas we depend on, integrating our traditional knowledge into management paradigms, and respecting 

our experience as traditional stewards of our ancestral homelands.  

 

Our Tribes are invested in the creation of resilient and economically prosperous communities, and we 

have been around long enough to understand that our economic prosperity is inherently tied to our 

cultural and ecological prosperity. Our villages do not see the benefits of a robust forest products sector. 

Our villages see the benefits when our local people are integrated in the stewardship, monitoring, and 



management of our natural resources. We offer a homegrown solution for local employment 

opportunities that do not rely on labor from outside our state, or overseas markets to purchase local 

resource products. The solutions outlined in the petition are designed by our communities, for our 

communities.  

 

The Organized Village of Kasaan and the Organized Village of Kake respectfully transmit this letter 

accompanying the signed petition and note that Tribes look forward to participating in this new 

rulemaking process.  We request official, government‐to‐government consultation that occurs on our 

traditional homelands to discuss provisions of the petition when the Center for Disease Control and our 

state and local governments deem it safe to do so. We are available to answer any questions you or your 

staff may have.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

cc:  

U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski, Chairman, Senate Energy & Natural Resources Committee  

U.S. Senator Daniel S. Sullivan  

U.S. Representative Don Young  

James Hubbard, Undersecretary Natural Resources  

Victoria Christiansen, Chief USFS  

Chris French, Deputy Chief USFS  

Melinda Hernandez‐Burke, Tribal Liaison USFS 

Michael Dunleavy, Governor of Alaska  

Senator Click Bishop, Chair, State Senate Natural Resources Committee 

Representative Geran Tarr, Co‐Chair, State House Natural Resources Committee 

Representative Andy Josephson, Co‐Chair, State House Natural Resources Committee 
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