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Project	Initiation	

The Lookout Mountain 
Ranger District is beginning 
the planning process for the 
Lemon Gulch Trail System 
Project. The project area is 
located about 15 miles 
northeast of Prineville, 
Oregon in the Ochoco 
Mountains.  

The proposal involves 
approximately 52 miles of 
non-motorized trails with 
primary use by mountain 
bikes but also open to 
hiking.  More details of the 
proposal are provided on 
page 2.    

The purpose of the project 
is to meet the needs of the 
community and the desire 
for new mileage, multiple loops, downhill riding 
opportunities, and trails designed and managed 
for mountain bike use.  

Lemon Gulch area would meet the community’s 
need for an easily-accessible network of trails.  
The project is also expected to draw and more 
evenly distribute current and future mountain 
bike use from the high use areas of Lookout and 
Round Mountain. This would minimize 
interactions and improve the experience and 
safety of equestrians and hikers in these areas. 

The proposal is in alignment with the Forest Plan 
objective that a managed trail system will be 
provided for a variety of uses, including hiking, 
horseback riding, mountain biking, all terrain 
vehicles, cross-country skiing, and snowmobiles.  

See page 4 for information on how to comment on 
this proposal. 
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Sustainable	Recreation	

The Lemon Gulch Trail System is part of a larger scale 
trails proposal developed through a collaborative pro-
cess led by Ochoco Trails.  

Ochoco Trails is a community-based coalition dedicated 
to building and maintaining a sustainable non-motorized 
trail system that offers a desirable range of experiences, 
while protecting and enhancing forest resources for fu-
ture generations.  Member organizations include:  Cen-
tral Oregon Trail Alliance, Oregon Equestrian Trails, 
Backcountry Horsemen of Oregon, Sawyers With Atti-
tude To Spare, Oregon Wild, Discover Your Forest, Ore-
gon Hunters Association, local ranchers, and Prineville 
Chamber of Commerce with participation and coordina-
tion with US Forest Service and Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife.   

As we move forward, Ochoco Trails is committed to 
providing resources for building and maintaining the 
trails.  

For more information, see OchocoTrails.org.   

Lemon Gulch Trail System Project 
Scoping No ce 
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Trails 

The system would consist of a maximum of 52 miles of single‐track trails, as shown on the map page 3.  
The trail system would follow the trail difficulty framework of Green Circle – Beginner, Blue Square – 
Intermediate, Black Diamond – Advanced, Double Black Diamond ‐ Expert.  

Trails would be built with a mini excavator and hand tools.    

Design and construction would follow direction and guidelines in the Trails Management Handbook (FSH 
2309.18), Forest Service Standard Specifications for Construction and 
Maintenance of Trails (EM‐7720‐103), the Central Oregon Trail Alliance Trail 
Standards, and National Best Management Practices for Water Quality 
Management on National Forest System Lands (BMP 2012).    

Trailheads and Facili es 

Three trailheads and parking areas are proposed.  One would be located at the 
bo om of the system near the 3360 and 3360100 road junc on, one centrally 
located near the 3360 and 3360200 road junc on, and one at the top along the 
3360307.  Signs would be installed to warn of frequent bike traffic on these 
roads. 

Entry and junction signs would be installed on 4x4 posts.  Installa on of a CXT 
vault toilet is proposed at the bo om trailhead.  Mul ‐panel kiosks would be 
constructed at each trailhead with maps, rules and regula ons, and interpre ve sign panels. Invasive plant 
prevent measure such as boot brush sta ons may also be included at trailheads.  

The trail system would be built out over me and as the availability of grants, funding, and volunteer and 
employee labor allow.  Priori es for build out include the two main arterial trails and two trails that would 
be designed for people with disabili es on adap ve mountain bikes as well as a few technical, downhill 
trails.      

Maps and other informa on will be posted to the project web page as planning con nues:   
h ps://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58831  

Ochoco	Land	and	Resource	Management	Plan	(Forest	Plan)	

The Forest Plan  has the following recreation goal:  Provide for a 
variety of recreational experiences across all areas of the Ochoco 
National Forest, in a manner consistent with other resource 
objectives and environmental constraints. (LRMP 4-22).   

Trails are proposed within the General Forest (MA-F22) and Winter 
Range (MA-F-20) management allocations.  The management 
emphasis in General Forest is on the production of timber and 
forage while meeting Forest-wide standards and guidelines for all 
resources.  The management emphasis in Winter Range is on 
managing for big game winter range habitat.  Big game use on 
winter range is considered the primary activity with other human 
activities restricted from November 30 to May 1; therefore, trails in 
Winter Range MA would be closed to non-motorized use during this 
period to encourage wildlife utilization in the winter months.   

Proposed trail routes are  
marked with orange flagging 

Proposed Ac on 

Lemon Gulch Project Area 
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Invita on to Comment 

We are informing you about this proposal so that you can provide comments to us.  Your 
comments and feedback will help provide valuable informa on used to iden fy issues and 
opportuni es associated with this proposal.  This no ce marks the beginning of the scoping 
comment period.  Please provide feedback by April 15, 2021.  There will be an addi onal op‐
portunity to provide comments when the environmental assessment is completed.  

We strongly encourage you to submit comments electronically.  Those wishing to provide 
electronic comments should use the Forest Service online comment system available at: 

h ps://cara.ecosystem‐management.org/Public/CommentInput?project=58831.  Comments 
may be typed into the online form, or uploaded as an a achment in Microso  Word, rich text 
format (r ), or portable document format (PDF) only.   

Comments may also be submi ed in wri ng or in person.  Wri en comments should be sent 
or delivered to Slater Turner, District Ranger, Lookout Mountain Ranger District, 3160 NE 
Third Street, Prineville, OR 97754.  Hand‐delivered and oral comments may be delivered to 
the same address a er arranging an appointment. 

Anyone wishing to obtain addi onal informa on on the project should contact  

Beth Peer, Environmental Coordinator, at Elizabeth.Peer@usda.gov or by phone (541)416‐
6463.   

Thank you for your interest in the Ochoco Na onal Forest and the Lemon Gulch Project.  We 
look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Slater Turner 

District Ranger 
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NOTICE: Documents associated with this project, including public comments, are part of the  
Na onal Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process (40 CFR parts 1500‐1509) and may be released 
under the Freedom of Informa on Act (FOIA) 5 U.S.C. 552. Comments received in response to this 

solicita on, including names and addresses of those who comment, will become part of the  
public record for this proposed ac on. Comments submi ed anonymously will be accepted and 

considered; however, anonymous comments will not provide the agency with the ability to  
provide the respondent with subsequent environmental documents or the eligibility to object. 


