


























Figure 3. Relative use on riparian sites in Devil's Garden WHT by wild horses and other grazers, 2015-2017 (Unpublished 
research Snell et al.) 
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Figure 4. Photo comparison of horse use at Goose Lake Springs in July and October, 2015. Site is denuded 

of forage and high ground disturbance (Unpublished research Snell et al.). 
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In summary, the exponential increase in the wild horse population has resulted in widespread 
heavy to severe grazing and ground disturbance. Northeastern California experienced drought 
from 2011 through 2016. These drought conditions placed additional stressors on both riparian 
and upland forage plant species. Key use areas, particularly riparian areas are either at or moving 
towards unsatisfactory conditions. Devil's Garden WHT consists oflarge bodies of water, wet 
meadows, intermittent and ephemeral streams, and ditches. Riparian and wetland areas are 
receiving year-round use by wild horse numbers in excess of the established AML. Hydrological 
function at these riparian sites is either functioning-at-risk or non-functional. These prolonged 
impacts from horses is contributing to the nonfunctional condition of more springs and seeps 
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