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Most of the sugarbushes being_tapped
today developed from natural forest
stands years before their present owners
were born. Trees were plentiful then, and
land could be purchased at low cost.
Wood was the primary fuel for both

homes and sugaring operations, and un-
wanted trees in the sugarbush were re-
moved as part of the annual wood-cutting
process. The development of sugarbushes
from natural stands was a “hit or miss”
proposition.

Today land is expensive, labor costs
are high, and few people use wood as a
major fuel. The need for planned develop-
ment of new sugarbushes is evident, but
effective management guides are practi-
cally nonexistent. This has led us to begin
research on factors important in the deve-
lopment of sugarbushes from forest stands
and plantations. Our current program in-
volves tree spacing, fertilization, and the
effects of conifer understory on sap and
sugar yields.

Tree Spacing

Most maple producers believe that a
tree with a wide, fully developed crown
gives the most and the sweetest sap. If
full-crowned trees are the best, then we
would like to have a sugarbush containing
only open-grown trees, but with enough
of them to completely utilize the area.
With this in mind we made a region-wide
survey of open-grown sugar maple trees
to determine the relationship between
crown diameter and tree diameter. From
this information we calculated the num-









