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Registration data at camp
grounds where fees are charged can 
provide information that will be use
ful in planning and design of facili
ties and i n outdoor recreation 
research. Several available sources 
of information are described, and 
proposals for effective collection 
and use of registration data are 
suggested. 

m 

h 

roun 

RICHARD L. BURY 

Reg i s t rat ion data from 
campgrounds w her e visitor 
fees are charged can provide 
a valuable incidental pro d
u c t: low cos t information 
on campers and how they use 
the campgrounds o Pub 1 i c 
agencies are rapidly collect
ing a volume 0 f registration 

as they place more and more campgrounds on a charge basis. 
example, the California Region of the U. S. Forest Service now 

has 39 campgrounds tha t charge visitor fees, and by 1965 expects 
have about 70 scattered throughout the State. 

Data from registrations can be sampled and pro c e sse d to 
such information a s name and number of per son s in the 

place of residence, tim e and 1 eng t h of visit, and type of 
vehicle and e quip men t for each visitor group. This information 
can managers, planners, and researchers by helping them to 

t r end s of use and by providing objective measures of the 
amount and type of current use. Locations, des i g n s, or natural 

that are most desired by campers can also be determined 
examining attributes of the most commonly used sites. Receipts 

be used to compile panels of visitors to be interviewed later 
-scale surveys of recreation use. Information on the inten

and t y P e 0 f use can complement studies 0 f the impact of 
recreation visitors on vegetation and soils o 

SOME INFORMATION IS ALREADY AVAILABLE 

Several r e c e n t 1 - season or 1 -yeap surveys of campground 
visitors and use are available for California campgrounds. For 

all major public recreation agencies in California turned 
o v e r the i r registration information from 1958 to a special State 

committee 0 Information 0 n 1 eng tho f visit, number of 
persons, and pIa ceo f residence is available for each visitor 
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than 50 miles away. Such differences could be watched closely to 
ee trends develop over time. 

INFORMA TION IS BECOMING AVAILABLE 

data routinely collected over several years can 
reliable trends in campground use and visitor characteristics. 

v ...... '''' ... ' ........... visitors are now registered by an attendant in most charge 
much of the recent and future registration data will be 4 

on machine-vended tickets used at self-registration campgrounds. 

this development, let us look at machine -vended receipt 
a source of information about visitors and use. James W. 

of this Station, made a preliminary analysis of tickets 
in California Region during 1961. 5 In the main, he 
visitors gave complete and legible information (92 percent 
response to each item on tickets not left completely blank). 

a third of the tickets were not filled out at all. This om is -
ion presented a problem in analyzing length of stay and other items. 

think that these uncompleted tickets are probably 
to visitors staying more than one night, the Region hopes 

the problem temporarily by specially requesting the visitor 
to entire form for each day of his stay. In the near 

it will design a new ticket format. 

or receipts are to provide useful information, they 
.1..1.'""',.1...1."-" ..... '-''-'- in some simple but systematic way. In the Califor

example, tickets from each campsite are collected 
the campground attendant, squared off, secured with 
marked with the campsite number, boxed by campground, 

forwarded directly to this Station for analysis. 

AN OPERATIONAL METHOD 

pilot study for sampling fee receipts is being developed 
and the California Region. Its purposes are to deter-

e of information desired, design instructional signs and 
forms to encourage maximum response, encourage sug

field personnel, devise a workable system for sampling 
determine the most useful way of presenting results to 

, planners, and researchers. 

a description and analysis of equipment and procedures used in charge 
,see: U.S, Forest Service, California Region. Collecting user fees 
Forest recreation sites. Administrative study. 19 pp., illus. 1963. 

To charge or not to charge: an analysis of methods of collection of 
user fees. Parks and Recreation 45(6): 234-236. June 1962. 

W. Response rates to a request for self-registration on machine 
campground fees. 1964. (Unpublished report on file at Pacific 

t Forest & Range Expt. Sta., U,S, Forest Serv., Berkeley, Calif.) 
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