
FS R&D, Research Data Services

FS RESEARCH DATA ARCHIVE
Making data discoverable, accessible, and usable



Forest Service Research Data Archive (FS-RDA)
www.fs.usda.gov/rds/archive

• Purpose 
– Publish digital research data funded by 

• FS Research & Development
• Joint Fire Science Program
• APHIS National Wildlife Research Center

• What we publish
– Long-term research data
– Data from specific studies
– Supplements to FS publications
– Image libraries



How to access data in the FS-RDA

Step 1: Go to Data Catalog

Step 2: Limit your search
OR

Do your own search

Step 3: Click on data pub
title of interest

Making data discoverable…



Step 4: View publication
details & citation info

Note: We assign DOIs to internal
data publications, which also 

helps meet journal requirements.

How to access data in the FS-RDA



Step 5: View documentation

Step 6: Download data -
multiple options available

• Zip file (most common)
• Query database
• Image library (new)
• External repository

Note: Download options are specific to each data publication.

Making data accessible…

How to access data in the FS-RDA



Example 1: Zip file

Download and unzip file

Fileindex explains contents



Example 2: Query Database



Example 3: Image Library



Example 4: External Repository
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