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Crop residue burning is a common land management practice that results in emissions of a variety of pollutants
with negative health impacts. Modeling systems are used to estimate air quality impacts of crop residue burning
to support retrospective regulatory assessments and also for forecasting purposes. Ground and airborne mea-
surements from a recent field experiment in the Pacific Northwest focused on cropland residue burning was
used to evaluate model performance in capturing surface and aloft impacts from the burning events. The Com-
munity Multiscale Air Quality (CMAQ) model was used to simulate multiple crop residue burns with 2 km grid
spacing using field-specific information and also more general assumptions traditionally used to support Na-
tional Emission Inventory based assessments. Field study specific information, which includes area burned,
fuel consumption, and combustion completeness, resulted in increased biomass consumption by 123 tons
(60% increase) on average compared to consumption estimated with default methods in the National Emission
Inventory (NEI) process. Buoyancy heat flux, a key parameter for model predicted fire plume rise, estimated
from fuel loading obtained from field measurements can be 30% to 200% more than when estimated using default
field information. The increased buoyancy heat flux resulted in higher plume rise by 30% to 80%. This evaluation
indicates that the regulatory air quality modeling system can replicate intensity and transport (horizontal and
vertical) features for crop residue burning in this region when region-specific information is used to inform emis-
sions and plume rise calculations. Further, previous vertical emissions allocation treatment of putting all cropland
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residue burning in the surface layer does not compare well with measured plume structure and these types of
burns should be modeled more similarly to prescribed fires such that plume rise is based on an estimate of

buoyancy.

© 2018 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Crop residue burning is commonly used in agricultural land manage-
ment to dispose of crop residue and provide other benefits such as pest
control and ash generation for fertilization (McCarty, 2011). However,
pollution from open biomass burning has been linked to negative
human health impacts (Liu et al., 2016; Reid et al., 2016; Liu et al,,
2015; Rappold et al., 2011). In addition, particles emitted from fires
have direct radiative effects and contribute cloud condensation nuclei
which have indirect effects (Yu et al., 2016; Forster et al., 2007). Nation-
ally, approximately 1.2 million ha of croplands are burned annually on
average, which is equivalent to 43% of the annual average area of wild
fires in the U.S. (McCarty et al., 2009). The Pacific Northwest is a region
of major agricultural burning, with cropland burning of nearly 200,000
ha per year (McCarty et al., 2009). Photochemical transport models
have been used to support scientific and regulatory assessments that
quantify the impact of wildland fires and cropland burning on O3 and
PM, 5 (Baker et al., 2016; Fann et al., 2013; Jain et al., 2007). In those
studies, differences between model predictions and ambient measure-
ments were partially explained by uncertainty in meteorological input
fields and fire emissions (Garcia-Menendez et al., 2013; Seaman,
2000; USDA Forest Service, 1998; Urbanski et al., 2011). Numerous lab-
oratory experiments have been conducted to quantify biomass burning
emission factors, but the accuracy of applying these emission factors for
open biomass burning is still uncertain (Holder et al., 2017; Aurell and
Gullett, 2013; Aurell et al,, 2015; Dhammapala et al., 2006). In addition
to the magnitude of emission rates, the spatial and temporal allocation
of emissions is critical to sufficiently describing the fire smoke impacts
(Larkin et al., 2012; Garcia-Menendez et al., 2014). In particular,
plume rise height is important in terms of how fire emissions are
transported and chemically transformed which impacts total residence
time in the atmosphere and ambient pollutant levels (Paugam et al.,
2016).

The relative composition and magnitude of emissions from fires
varies due to meteorology, fuel type, combustion efficiency, and fire
size (Urbanski et al.,, 2011; Wiedinmyer and Hurteau, 2010). Field data
from specific and well characterized fires is critically important to im-
prove emission estimation approaches for fires and plume transport in
photochemical transport models. Field measurements have been
made downwind of cropland burning, but rarely include information
about the type of fuel burned, amount of fuel burned, and the area
burned (Liu et al., 2016). In other studies, fuels are well characterized
but lack downwind plume characterization (Washington State Univer-
sity, 2004; U.S. EPA, 2003). A field study in eastern Washington and
northern Idaho in August 2013 consisted of multiple burns of well char-
acterized fuels with nearby surface and aerial measurements including
trace species concentrations, plume rise height and boundary layer
structure (Holder et al,, 2017). The ground-based, airborne and remote
sensing data from this campaign provides a unique opportunity to as-
sess how well a regulatory modeling system quantifies the air quality
impacts of cropland residue fires by characterizing emissions and subse-
quent vertical plume transport.

Here, surface and aerial measurements taken during the August
2013 field study in eastern Washington and northern Idaho (Holder
etal., 2017) are used to evaluate the cropland burning emission estima-
tion approach (Pouliot et al., 2017) used to support regulatory air qual-
ity modeling. Field specific data were used in place of typical
assumptions for regulatory modeling to evaluate how well plume rise
and near-fire transport are characterized for cropland burning in the

Pacific Northwest using the Community Multiscale Air Quality
(CMAQ) model. The sensitivity of modeled plume rise is explored
using CMAQ by varying input assumptions and using actual field data
where possible. Analysis is focused on ground-based (PM, 5 and CO)
and downwind (CO) field measurements since information is available
at the emission factor scale (ground level in-plume) and grid scale (air-
craft downwind in-plume). Improved emissions and model approaches
for cropland plume transport can help improve regulatory modeling
(e.g., State Implementation Plans), forecasting systems (e.g., AIRPACT),
and smoke management programs.

2. Materials and methods
2.1. Observations

All observation data used in this study were obtained from the crop
residue burning field experiment in the Pacific Northwest (Holder et al.,
2017).Fig. 1 shows the location of the Nez Perce and Walla Walla instru-
mented burns along with nearby wildland (wild and prescribed) fires.
The Nez Perce burns were at higher elevation and closer to more com-
plex terrain compared to the Walla Walla burns. Specific fields burned
and nearby surface and aerostat measurements are shown for both
Nez Perce in Fig. 2 and Walla Walla in Fig. 3. Four fields of Kentucky
bluegrass and one field of winter wheat were burned in Nez Perce,
Idaho during 19-20 August 2013 and three fields of winter wheat
were burned in Walla Walla, Washington during 24-25 August 2013.
Fields at Nez Perce were squares and similar in area. Burns happened
in both the late morning and afternoon on August 19 and 20 at Nez
Perce. The fields at Walla Walla were irregularly shaped and follow nat-
ural terrain features with roads used as fire breaks. The location, dura-
tion, field size, fuel type, and fuel load for each burn are listed in
Table 1 with additional details in Table S1. Burn 7 was not sampled by
the aircraft and not included as part of this analysis.

Aerial (aerostat and airplane) sampling was employed to measure
PM, 5 and gases including CO and carbon dioxide (CO,) during the burn-
ing. Ground-based measurements of PM, s were provided by multiple
Environmental Beta Attenuation Monitors (EBAMSs, Met One Inc., Grants
Pass, OR) arrayed downwind of each burn measuring at 10-min and
hourly average intervals. Remote sensing instruments were deployed
to detect boundary layer height (ceilometer) and smoke plume top
(lidar) (Kovalev et al., 2015). The location of ground monitors, aerostat,
and remote sensing instruments are indicated in Figs. 2 and 3 and col-
ored to match the field burned. The Modified Combustion Efficiency
(MCE) was calculated as ACO, / (ACO, + ACO), where ACO, and ACO
are the mixing ratio enhancements of these gases above background.
MCE was used as a metric to subjectively describe fire as flaming
(MCE > 0.95) or smoldering (MCE < 0.90). A detailed description of
the field experiment including surface, aerostat, and aircraft observation
data are provided in Holder et al. (2017).

2.2. Model configuration and inputs

The CMAQ model version 5.2 (Byun and Schere, 2006; Foley et al.,
2010) was applied from August 18 to 28, 2013 to match the period of in-
strumented crop residue fires set in southeast Washington state and
northern Idaho. The model simulated emissions, transport, and physi-
cal/chemical transformation of primary and secondary pollutants (e.g.
03, PM;5) from all sources. Anthropogenic emissions (e.g. point, area,
and mobile sources) were based on the 2011 version 2 National
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Fig. 1. Model domain with field study location and nearby wildland fires (dots) are shown for the burns at Nez Perce (a) and Walla Walla (b). Color shading represents terrain height where
warm colors represent higher terrain elevations above ground level. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this

article.)
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Fig. 2. Burn units 1 through 5 shown along with the location of ground-based and aerostat measurements at Nez Perce.
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Fig. 3. Burn units 6 and 8 shown along with the location of ground-based and aerostat measurements at Walla Walla.

Emission Inventory (NEI) (U.S. EPA, 2016). Point source emissions were Inventory System (BEIS) version 3.6.1 (Bash et al,, 2016). Wild and pre-
based on 2013 Continuous Emissions Monitoring information where scribed fires were based on 2013 day-specific location and timing infor-
available. Biogenic emissions were based on the Biogenic Emissions mation from satellite products and emissions estimates using the

Table 1
Fuel information (B = bluegrass, W = wheat) and emission factors (g pollutant/kg biomass consumed) used for developing CMAQ emission inputs for the simulation based on field study
information (top section) and Pouliot et al., 2017 approach (bottom section). The MCE presented here is based on emission factors for CO and CO, (which are not shown).

Burn Fuel Size Fuel load Combustion Biomass Approximate MCE Emission Total emissions
No. type (acres) (tons/acre) completeness consumed duration factor (tons)

* (tons) (h) co PMy5 co PMa5
Field study based emissions and field information
1 B 163 1.16 0.9 170 1 0.95 494 14.6 84 2.5
2 B 163 1.61 0.9 236 1 0.93 68.1 124 16.1 29
3 w 163 1.65 0.9 242 1 0.95 49.9 9.3 12.1 23
4 B 163 2.87 0.9 421 1 0.93 74.2 19 31.2 8.0
5 B 163 1.82 0.9 267 2 0.94 64.7 85 17.8 24
6 ' 237 3.07 0.9 655 2 0.97 341 12.6 224 8.2
8 ' 67 3.39 0.9 204 1 0.97 27 12.2 5.5 25
Pouliot et al., 2017 based emissions and assumptions about field information
1 B 120 1.9 0.85 194 1 0.95 91.1 11.6 17.6 23
2 B 120 1.9 0.85 194 1 0.95 91.1 11.6 17.6 23
3 w 120 1.9 0.85 194 1 0.97 55.1 4.0 10.7 0.8
4 B 120 1.9 0.85 194 1 0.95 91.1 11.6 17.6 23
5 B 120 1.9 0.85 194 2 0.95 91.1 11.6 17.6 23
6 w 120 1.9 0.85 194 2 0.97 55.1 4.0 10.7 0.8
8 w 120 1.9 0.85 194 1 0.97 91.1 4.0 10.7 0.8
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Smartfire2/BlueSky framework (Baker et al., 2016; Larkin et al., 2009).
The approach for cropland emissions estimation is presented in
Section 2.3.

The Weather Research and Forecasting (WRF) model (NCAR, 2008)
was applied to generate meteorological inputs for CMAQ. WRF and
CMAQ were both applied with the same lambert conic conformal pro-
jection for a domain covering eastern Washington and northern Idaho
using 200 x 160 2 km sized square grid cells (shown in Fig. 1). A total
of 35 layers were used to resolve the troposphere up to 50 mb with thin-
ner layers near the surface to best resolve diurnal variation in the sur-
face mixing layer. Initial conditions and boundary chemical inflow
were extracted from an annual 2013 CMAQ simulation that covered
the entire continental United States using 12 km sized grid cells
(Henderson et al., 2014). CMAQ was applied with Carbon Bond based
gas phase chemistry (Sarwar et al., 2011), ISORROPIA Il inorganic ther-
modynamics (Fountoukis and Nenes II, 2007), aqueous phase chemistry
(Sarwar et al., 2013), and 2-product semi-volatile organic aerosol
partitioning scheme using laboratory-based secondary organic aerosol
(SOA) yields from gas phase precursors including isoprene, monoter-
penes, sesquiterpenes, toluene, xylene, and benzene (Carlton et al.,
2010).

2.3. Cropland fire emissions treatment

Fire smoke emission rates were prepared to demonstrate the differ-
ences in simulated pollutant concentrations based on two different ap-
proaches for estimating emissions. One approach is based on available
field study information and the other on information provided in
Pouliot et al., 2017, which is the approach traditionally used to support
regulatory assessments (Table 1 and Table S2). Table 1 presents field
specific information used for preparing fire smoke emissions using
each approach. The Sparse Matrix Operations Kernel Emissions
(SMOKE) processor was used to generate the fire emissions and heat
flux input for CMAQ simulations (Houyoux et al., 2000).

The first approach calculated emission rates based on actual burning
information (location, time, duration, field size, fuel load and burning
completeness). Emission factors for PM, 5 were based on aerostat mea-
surements and CO was based on aircraft measurements from the field
study. The aerostat did not measure CO and the aircraft did not employ
a filter-based PM; 5 measurement approach so a combination of both
platforms is used here. Emission factors for other modeled species
(e.g. volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides) were based on
past studies (Dhammapala et al., 2006; Stockwell et al., 2015).

The second approach for estimating emission rates was based on the
method used for crop residue burning emissions in the 2014 NEI
(Pouliot et al., 2017). The Pouliot et al., 2017 method estimates emis-
sions with remote sensing data, default field information and
literature-based, crop-specific emission factors. The Hazard Mapping
System (Ruminski and Hanna, 2008 and Ruminski and Hanna, 2010),
which is the satellite product used for providing fire locations developed
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administrations (NOAA), de-
tected burns for only one of the sampling days and does not distinguish
between the multiple burns at that location. Therefore, fire location and
timing were based on actual field study information. Other factors in-
cluding area burned, fuel load, combustion completeness, and fuel spe-
cific (bluegrass and wheat) emission factors were based on default
assumptions presented by Pouliot et al., 2017 and used in the 2014 NEIL

2.4. Cropland fire plume rise

Cropland fire emissions have traditionally been injected directly into
the surface layer of the model with no treatment for plume rise. How-
ever, visual examination of cropland fire plumes and remotely sensed
based data suggest cropland fires do have enough heat flux to result in
a buoyant plume (Raffuse et al., 2012). Based on past assessments
which suggest fires greater than approximately 40 ha experience

plume loft (Raffuse et al., 2012), the plume rise approach used for wild-
land fire in CMAQ is extended for use in cropland fires as a sensitivity
test. The modified Briggs approach implemented in CMAQ estimates
the plume top and bottom based on buoyancy heat flux (Paugam
et al., 2016). The buoyancy heat flux is estimated in SMOKE based on
fire size, fuel loading, heat content (always assumed to be 1.6 x 107
BTU/ton), and the duration of the fire (Eq. (1)).

BTU

Buoyancy Heat Flux <T = Area Burned (acre)

x Fuel Loading (ton/acre)
x Heat Content (BTU/ton)
+ Duration of fire (s) (1)

2.5. Vertical distribution of cropland fire emissions

Fire emissions are vertically distributed in CMAQ based on estimated
combustion phase. The percentage of emissions estimated to be flaming
is evenly distributed from the plume bottom to top and the remaining
emissions are distributed from the surface layer to plume bottom
(Pouliot et al., 2005). Since fire emissions input to CMAQ are not differ-
entiated by combustion phase in this analysis, total emissions are allo-
cated to combustion phase (flaming or smoldering) based on the total
area burned in a given hour (Eq. (2)). Residual smoldering phase is
not considered separately but as part of the smoldering phase. The per-
centage of flaming emissions is solely dependent on the acres burned.

Flaming (%) = In(acres burned) x 0.0703 + 0.3 (2)

Eq. (2) is based on virtual fire size informed by actual fuel loading
and area burned and visual interpretation of smoke vertical distribution
using expert opinion (Western Regional Air Partnership, 2004 ).

The observed MCE for field study burns (>90%) were much larger
than the estimated flaming percent based on Eq. (2) (60-66%). This
low bias in flaming percentage for these cropland fires means that too
much of the emissions will be considered “non-flaming” and distributed
closer to the surface as opposed to the buoyant plume. A sensitivity test
was done where all emissions were considered to be flaming to be more
consistent with combustion components observed during the field
study. This means both flaming and residual component emissions
will be distributed similarly in the plume, which is consistent with ac-
tual conditions since most smoldering emissions will be transported in
the same updrafts as the flaming emissions. In this sensitivity, only the
vertical distribution of emissions changes, the emissions themselves
and the plume rise do not change.

2.6. Description of model simulations

A total of five model simulations were performed for this analysis.
The first did not include the cropland burns from the field study and
the other four simulations included variations in approach for estimat-
ing emissions, plume rise, and vertical distribution of emissions. The
contribution from each of the cropland burns was estimated by differ-
ence between the simulation where the fire was included and the sim-
ulation where the fire was not included. Table 2 shows each of the 5
model simulations along with the corresponding emissions estimation
approach, plume rise approach, and vertical allocation of emissions.
Table 3 provides more details about emission rates of CO and PM, 5
and buoyancy heat flux used for each of the individual burns. A total
of 2 CMAQ simulations use field study based emissions and the modified
Briggs plume rise approach. They differ in treatment of the vertical allo-
cation of emissions: one uses the default approach for applying Eq. (2)
(FIELD_MBRIGGS) and the other modifies Eq. (2) such that all emission
are considered flaming (FIELD_FLAMING). One simulation represents
the traditional approach for estimating cropland burning emissions in
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Table 2

Information about the emissions, plume rise approach, and vertical distribution of emissions used in each CMAQ simulation.

Number CMAQ simulation name  Emission Plume rise Vertical allocation of emissions

1 BASELINE None N/A N/A

2 FIELD_MBRIGGS Field measurements ~ Modified BRIGGS using field data for Eq. (1) CMAQ default Eq. (2) approach

3 FELD_FLAMING Field measurements  Modified BRIGGS using field data for Eq. (1) Modified Eq. (2) for 100% flaming
4 POULIOT_MBRIGGS Pouliot et al., 2017 Modified BRIGGS using default Pouliot et al., 2017 assumptions for Eq. (1)  CMAQ default Eq. (2) approach

5 POULIOT_SURFACE Pouliot et al., 2017 None All emissions in surface layer

the National Emission Inventory: emission factors and field size infor-
mation based on Pouliot et al., 2017 and all emissions are vertically allo-
cated to the surface level (POULIOT_SURFACE). Alternatively, a CMAQ
simulation was done using the Pouliot et al., 2017 emission factors
and field size assumptions but used the modified Briggs plume rise ap-
proach and default approach of using Eq. (2) for vertical emission allo-
cation (POULIOT_MBRIGGS).

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Observations

The total biomass consumed estimates for Burns 1, 2, 3 and 5 at Nez
Perce are similar between emissions estimation approaches because un-
derestimates of field size by Pouliot et al., 2017 are compensated by
higher assumed fuel loading (Table 1). For Burn 4 at Nez Perce, the
total biomass consumed estimated from field measurements is about
two times the Pouliot et al., 2017 assumption due to higher fuel loading
measured and larger area burned. The opposite is seen at the Walla
Walla fields, where the Pouliot et al., 2017 assumed field size is larger
than the area burned for field 8, but total biomass consumed is similar
to actual values because the fuel loading assumption is lower than ob-
served. Observed fuel consumption was much larger for burn 6 where
Pouliot et al., 2017 assumptions for both field size and fuel consumption
were much lower than observed. Field size and biomass loading as-
sumptions resulted in large underestimates of fuel consumption for
burn 4 at Nez Perce and 6 at Walla Walla. Overall, the average biomass
fuel load across all sites and burns is 2.2 tons/acre which is approxi-
mately 16% higher than the default assumed for all fields in the
Pouliot et al., 2017 approach; average area burned for the fields at
Walla Walla and Nez Perce was 160 acres, which is about 30% higher
than the default field size; the combustion completeness assumption
is 85%, which is similar to the 90% combustion completeness based on
post-burn qualitative inspection of the fields. If average field study
burn area, fuel load, and combustion completeness were used in place
of Pouliot et al., 2017 default values an additional 123 tons (~60% in-
crease) of biomass would be estimated for consumption per burn.

Table 3

3.2. Emissions

Fig. 4 shows the variability of total biomass loading, emission factors,
and total emissions of PM, 5 and CO by fuel type for the experiment
burns and values based on Pouliot et al., 2017, which was used to sup-
port the 2014 National Emission Inventory. The MCEs based on CO
and CO, emission factors are generally similar between both ap-
proaches, which reflect fires dominated by flaming combustion rather
than smoldering and both suggest a higher MCE for wheat compared
with bluegrass. The PM; 5 emission factor for Kentucky bluegrass pro-
vided by Pouliot et al., 2017 (11.6 g/kg) falls within the range measured
(8.5 to 14.6 g/kg) while the PM, 5 emission factor for wheat (4.0 g/kg) is
well below the range measured (9.3 to 12.6 g/kg) (Fig. 4). The CO emis-
sion factors used in Pouliot et al., 2017 are higher than field measure-
ments for each fuel type.

The total emissions of PM; s and CO estimated using the Pouliot
et al., 2017 method are within the interquartile range of the field data
except emissions of PM, 5 for wheat, which is slightly lower than mea-
surements. Lower PM, 5 emission factors for wheat and lower field
size and fuel consumption assumptions made by Pouliot et al., 2017 re-
sulted in lower estimated emission rates compared to using field data.
Besides burn 4, the modeled PM, 5 emission rates based on Pouliot
et al,, 2017 for all bluegrass burns match up well with field study
based emission rates due to higher emission factors being offset by
lower assumptions about area burned and fuel load compared to actual
conditions (Table 1). Total CO emissions are generally comparable to
field measurements due to underestimated field size and fuel load as-
sumptions offsetting the higher emission factor. However, the CO emis-
sion rates estimated by Pouliot et al., 2017 for burns 4 and 6 are much
lower than the rates based on field measurements due to the significant
underestimation in assumed total biomass consumption.

3.3. Horizontal plume transport
Fig. 5 shows modeled CO with aircraft path and points where the

ambient measurements of CO were elevated compared to background
overlaid to provide a sense about how the ambient and modeled plumes

Buoyancy heat flux, emission rates, and flaming phase percentage used in each model simulation.

Simulation Burn number
1 2 3 4 5 6 8
FIELD_MBRIGGS Buoyancy heat flux (BTU/s) 7.6 x 10° 1.1x 108 1.1x10° 1.9 x 10° 6.1 x10° 1.5 x 108 9.1x10°
Emission rates CO (mol/s) 76 145 109 281 80 101 50
PM, 5 (g/s) 621 732 563 2000 293 1032 622
Flaming (%) 66 66 66 66 66 68 60
POULIOT_MBRIGGS Buoyancy heat flux (BTU/s) 8.6 x 10° 8.6 x 10° 8.6 x 10° 8.6 x 10° 43 x10° 43 x10° 8.6 x 10°
Emission rates CO (mol/s) 159 159 96 159 79 48 96
PM, 5 (g/s) 564 564 196 564 282 98 196
Flaming (%) 64
FIELD_FLAMING Buoyancy heat flux (BTU/s) Same as FIELD_MBRIGGS
Emission rates Same as FIELD_MBRIGGS
Flaming (%) 100
POULIOT_SURFACE Buoyancy heat flux (BTU/s) 0

Emission rates
Flaming (%)

Same as POULIOT_MBRIGGS
Ignored. All emissions put in the lowest vertical model layer (1)
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percentile, and black lines are the maximum and minimum) and from Pouliot et al., 2017 (stars). (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to

the web version of this article.)

were oriented in horizontal space. Plume impacts shown regionally
(Fig. S1) indicate steady modeled winds for each of the burns except
for the morning burn on August 19. On August 19, the model does well
at capturing the near-fire downwind plume from the morning burn
but misses some of the easterly edges of the afternoon burn. The model
does very well representing near-fire transport on August 20 at Nez
Perce and August 24 at Walla Walla. Meteorological conditions on Au-
gust 25 at Walla Walla were not well captured by the model, which pre-
dicted fairly steady winds from the west even though actual winds were
fairly light and disorganized resulting in a meandering plume that gener-
ally moved in the opposite direction (Fig. S2). In situations where the
model correctly captures local scale meteorology, modeled downwind
plume transport compared favorably to aircraft measurements.

The model often estimated lower CO levels compared with aircraft
measurements. One contributing factor may be that wind speed predic-
tions were often notably higher than measured at nearby surface sta-
tions (Fig. S3). Excessive turbulence may lead to over-dilution of the
plume in the near-field. Also, the use of finer grid spacing (<2 km)
would likely result in higher model estimates of CO in these plumes
(Baker et al., 2014). Model treatment of plume rise and the vertical

distribution of emissions may also contribute to this discrepancy and
are further examined in subsequent sections.

3.4. Plume rise

Modeled CO is shown by model layer for each of the field burns at
Nez Perce in Fig. 6 and Walla Walla in Fig. 7 with the surface mixing
layer height estimated by the ceilometer and plume top observed by
the lidar. The daily boundary layer evolution has a major influence on
the concentration of airborne substances near the surface, because the
extent of vertical mixing is usually limited by the boundary layer top.
The surface mixing layer height estimated by WREF is well characterized
for these locations, indicating reasonable boundary layer constraints for
the study period (Figs. 6 and 7). Short-term extreme variability in sur-
face mixing layer height estimated by the ceilometer are likely related
to brief smoke impacts and not indicative of vertical mixing in the
area. Lidar observations from the field experiment often indicate a
higher plume top than boundary layer top. For example, on August 20
the lidar detected plume top of about 2000 m is higher than the ceilom-
eter detected boundary layer top at approximately 1600 m at Nez Perce
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(Fig. 6 and S4). Although the lidar and ceilometer data shows notable
variability at Walla Walla, the detected plume top is still consistently
higher than the boundary layer top (Fig. 7). In addition, aircraft mea-
surements also captured high CO levels above the ceilometer estimated
boundary layer top (Fig. S4).

The model simulations using the lower emissions and buoyancy
heat flux (POULIOT_MBRIGGS and POULIOT_SURFACE) have plume
tops well below lidar observations (Fig. 6). The use of the wildland fire
plume rise approach in CMAQ (POULIOT_MBRIGGS) provides a more
realistic smoke plume compared to injecting emissions at the surface.
Placement of all smoke emissions at the surface (POULIOT_SURFACE)
results in an unrealistic plume bifurcation where concentrations are
highest at the surface and at the top of the surface mixing layer with
less in between. This is due to the Asymmetric Convection Model
(ACM) vertical diffusion scheme in CMAQ (Pleim, 2007), which limits
pollutant transport only between adjacent layers except for the surface
layer. Unlike non-surface layers, emissions in the surface layer can be
quickly transported to all other layers within the boundary layer. This
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approach is designed to move mass from the surface efficiently
throughout the boundary layer while moving pollutants between non-
surface layers comparatively slower. When high concentrations are at
the surface, as in the case of POULIOT_SURFACE, this mixing scheme
will result in both high surface and comparatively higher concentrations
at the top of the boundary layer than what may be estimated using a
plume rise approach (e.g., POULIOT_MBRIGGS).

In the simulations with higher buoyancy heat flux (FIELD_MBRIGGS
and FIELD_FLAMING), fire emitted CO gets transported above the model
boundary layer top, exhibiting better agreement with the observed
plume top height than the other two simulations (Fig. 6). The reason
for the improvement in plume rise is likely related to the more realistic
heat flux estimates based on actual field information. The input buoy-
ancy heat flux for burns on August 20 estimated with actual field condi-
tions is 30% to 120% higher than the fluxes estimated based on
assumptions, which results in a plume height increase of 300 m to
800 m or by 30% to 80% (Table 3 and Fig. 6). For the burn at Walla
Walla on August 24, the input heat flux based on actual field conditions
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Fig. 7. Color-filled contours of simulated CO (ppb) due to fire emissions at Walla Walla on August 24 (a - FIELD_MBRIGGS, b - POULIOT_MBRIGGS, c - FIELD_FLAMING, d -
POULIOT_SURFACE) superimposed with ceilometer detected boundary layer height, model input boundary layer height, and lidar estimated plume top. The plume edge is the 20 ppbv
contour line. (For interpretation of the references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this article.)
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is more than three times the flux based assumptions, which results a
plume top increase by 600 m or by 60% and better agreement with
lidar estimated plume top (Fig. 7).

Treating cropland fire emissions with a buoyant plume rise as op-
posed to placement of all emissions at the surface improved comparison
with lidar predicted plume tops. Further, using actual field conditions
including area burned and fuel consumption also resulted in better
comparison with plume top observations at these field burns. It should
also be noted that an improved temporal resolution of model heat flux
input could potentially improve the model estimated plume rise. For in-
stance, some of the burns at Nez Perce lasted approximately an hour,
but the most intense flaming and resulting plume buoyancy was during
a shorter timespan within that hour. Consequently, the buoyancy heat
flux would be slightly higher (Eq. (1)) at Nez Perce creating higher
plumes. The fields at Walla Walla were ignited section by section and
the burns went for a longer time. Since the Walla Walla fires were
more evenly distributed temporally across a longer period, plume rise
was lower than at Nez Perce and resulted better agreement with the
model prediction.

3.5. Vertical distribution of emissions

Surface levels of pollutants are impacted by plume direction, plume
height as that defines the vertical column space that emitted material
are mixed, and also the vertical allocation of emissions in the plume col-
umn. Fig. 8 shows ambient CO measured by aircraft and modeled aver-
age CO due to field burning by vertical layer over all hours of burning for
four different field study days. As indicated by the average vertical pro-
file of CO in Fig. 8, surface levels are higher using assumed field informa-
tion to inform heat flux calculations (POULIOT_MBRIGGS) which
resulted in lower plume heights compared to modeled plumes in-
formed with actual field information (FIELD_MBRIGGS). The differences
in plume height are notable even though the FIELD_MBRIGGS simula-
tion had higher CO emissions (Table 3). The CO emission rates used in
FIELD_MBRIGGS approach is two times higher than POULIOT_MBRIGGS,
however, the simulated surface CO concentration is only about 10%
higher in FIELD_MBRIGGS due to the higher (60%) estimated plume
height.

The vertical allocation of emissions within the plume top and bot-
tom directly impacts the predicted column distribution of smoke from
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these fires. The FIELD_FLAMING simulation provides an alternative ver-
tical distribution of emissions compared to FIELD_MBRIGGS by modify-
ing Eq. (2) so that all emissions regardless of component (e.g., flaming to
smoldering) would be distributed within the buoyant plume. Further, it
is likely that most of the smoldering phase emissions concurrent with
flaming during these fires would be lofted in the same convective
plume updraft and have similar near-fire downwind transport. As
shown by Figs. 6 and 7, changing the vertical distribution of emissions
(FIELD_FLAMING) does not change the plume height, but decreases
the amount of emitted material at the surface and increases the amount
emitted material at higher layers when compared to the standard
CMAQ approach of allocating a fraction of emissions between the sur-
face layer and bottom of the buoyant plume (FIELD_MBRIGGS and
POULIOT_MBRIGGS). The simulated surface CO concentration at Nez
Perce decreased approximately 40% to 60% due to emissions being
injected at higher vertical levels in the model while it decreases about
30% to 90% for burns at Walla Walla (green and red curves in Fig. 8). Al-
ternatively, the CO levels at higher altitudes in the boundary layer esti-
mated by the FIELD_FLAMING simulation agree the best with aircraft
measurements.

The aircraft profile does not provide information about surface CO
levels. Surface PM, 5 measurements (EBAMS) were deployed very
close each of the burns (Figs. 2 and 3) but not available aloft. Given
the proximity between the EBAMs and the field burns, this data is
more relevant for emission factors and less reflective of the 2 km grid
scale used in this modeling system.

4. Conclusions

This field study provided a unique opportunity to constrain multiple
aspects of the fuels and emissions that impact photochemical grid
model representation of near-fire plume transport and prediction of pri-
marily emitted pollutants like CO and PM, s. The Pouliot et al., 2017 de-
fault emission factors for Kentucky bluegrass CO may need to be revised
to a lower value and wheat PM, 5 to a higher value for this region for fu-
ture model applications. Further, improvements to regional specific as-
sumptions for field size, fuel load, and fuel consumption may be needed
to better represent plume rise from cropland fires in this area. Measure-
ments of the surface mixing layer height during the field studies was
matched well by the modeling system indicating that diurnal variability
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Fig. 8. Average vertical profile of simulated CO from fire (solid lines, black—POULIOT_SURFACE, red—FIELD_MBRIGGS, blue—POULIOT_MBRIGGS, green—FIELD_FLAMING) and the
distribution of CO from aircraft measurements (dashed line) during the time period of burning for each day at Nez Perce on a) August 19 and b) August 20 and at Walla Walla on
¢) August 24 and d) August 25. The distribution of aircraft CO measurements is shown by vertical layer and extends from the 25th to 75th quantile. (For interpretation of the
references to color in this figure legend, the reader is referred to the web version of this article.)
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in the vertical mixing layer height is well characterized and not contribut-
ing to differences between model and ambient chemical measurements.
Horizontal transport of fire plumes was fairly well characterized by the
modeling system, but micro-scale meteorological features were not al-
ways well captured which sometimes hindered representation of local
scale transport.

The results of this study suggest the traditional approach of injecting
all cropland burning emissions into the surface layer of the modeling
system does not realistically represent vertical plume structure for
these sized fires (or larger). The modified Briggs based plume rise ap-
proach does well representing plume height compared to lidar observa-
tions, especially when actual acres burned are used to estimate heat flux
and the timing of the fire is well represented. The buoyancy heat flux es-
timated for these fires could only be indirectly evaluated here and fu-
ture work is needed to more directly evaluate and improve heat flux
estimates for fires. Vertical allocation of emissions needs further study
and was difficult to constrain with the data available from this field
study. This is especially needed for allocation of the residual smoldering,
since those emissions would not be expected to be coincident with the
large buoyancy heat flux related to initial stages of burning.
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