
Forest Service Washington Of■ce 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
WashingtonD.C.20250

FileCode: 5700 Date:APR16 2019
Route To:

Subject: Approval of the US Forest ServiceNational Rappel Operations Guide, 2019

To: Regional Fire Directors, Regional Aviation Of■cers,Regional Aviation Safety
Managers,and Rappel BaseManagers

The US. Department of Agriculture’s Forest ServiceNational Rappel Operations Guide is
approvedasprogram direction for all Forest Service rappel operations.

On February 6, 2019, the USFS Helicopter Rappel Equipment Transition Plan & Decision Guide
was approved.

The Helicopter Rappel Equipment Transition Plan and the 2019 National Rappel Operations
Guide provide the necessaryguidance and standardsfor the program to fully transition to the
next-generation rappel equipment in 2019.

At a minimum, all rappel check spottersshall attend a next-generationrappel equipment Train-
the-Trainer session.All rappel spottersandrappellers shall attend a national rappel academyto
ensuretransition standardization.

Questionsregarding this operationsplan should be directed to Eric J. Bush, the Forest Service
National Rappel Program Manager at eibushgersfedus.
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SHAWNA A. LEGA- ZA, PSYD
Director Fire and Aviation Mgt

Enclosure

cc: Jeff Power, Paul Linse, John Nelson, Kent Hamilton, Mary Verry, Rock Parrilla, Aaron
Schoolcraft, Tonya Rymer, Eric Bush
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