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The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique govemment-to-govem.ment relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, I 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mix.ed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condjtion-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b )(1 )(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-922] or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
E lectronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?proiect=6 l 599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-hand side of the page. This form allows for electronic attachments to 
comments ( e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdt) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: L) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 
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The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March 1, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 
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February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, I 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/proiect/?proiect=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to witl1draw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and sapl ings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Enviromnental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 qf the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b )( I )(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section I 06 cultural resource inventory report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specia list (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tan1ra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-hand side of the page. This fonn allows for e lectronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, .bet, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 
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Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: B lack Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments sbouJd include: 1) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 
The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March l , 2022. TI1e primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 
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February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
with Ameri.can Indian Tribes that have tradition.al cultural ties to the Black Hi Lis. In that capacity, I 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (P;cea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021 , the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs .usda.gov/project/?proiect=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which Jed to this new proposal Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

T he purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce t he number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the B lack Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed inform ation on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b )(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Adviso,y Council on Historic 
Preservation ,:egarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act/or Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b )(1 )(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory repo1i 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation {V of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@ usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 l 599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-band side of the page. This fonn allows for e lectronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 
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Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment v ia the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: 1) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 
The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March 1, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 
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February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that bave traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. ln that capacity, l 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 202 l, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedl ings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6l599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advis01y Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b)(l)(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activ ities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section I 06 cultural resource inventory report 
w ill be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss a ny issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger(@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
E lectronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 l 599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-hand side of the page. This form aJlows for electronic attachments to 
comments ( e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may a lso be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: l) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 
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The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March 1,.2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preLiminary notification of tl1is proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 
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1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

Tbe USDA Forest Service acknowledges tbe unique govemment-to-government relationsbip we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hm s. In that capacity, [ 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

T he purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the nwnber of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 I 599) or see the 
eoc.losed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advis01y Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act/or Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b)(l)(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic prope1ties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or wou ld like to schedule a site field tr ip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; ierome.krueger@ usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tam ra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the e lectronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?proiect=6 l 599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project'' link found on the right-hand side of the page. This form allows for electronic attachments to 
comm ents (e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: 1) your name and postal address, 2) project t itle (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided w ith the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 
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The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March l, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
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President Hennan, 

Black Hills National Forest 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique govemme11t-to-govemment relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, 1 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://WW\v.fs.usda.gov/proiect/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the nwnber of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6l599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). T11e Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Adviso,y Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b)(1 )(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and wiU use this infonnation as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation JV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 I 599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project'' link found on the r ight-hand side of the page. This fonn allows for electronic attachments to 
comments ( e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: 1) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CPR 
2 l 8.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and wiU mail a separate fonnal request no later than March 1, 2022. The primary purpose of 
tbjs letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
·~ Department of 
- Agriculture 

KEVIN KILLER 
PRESIDENT 

Forest 
Service 

OGLALA LAKOTA NATION 
POBOX2070 
PINE RIDGE SD 57770 

President Killer, 

Black Hills National Forest 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, l 
wou ld like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=S9737) to use commercial and non
commerc ial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conjfer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposaJ. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treabnents would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please v isit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Adviso,y Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800. l 4(b)(I)(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section I 06 cultural resource inventory report 
wm be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regardjng undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-2 l 9-5046; 
tam ra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6I599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-hand side of the page. This form allows for electronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: l) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, wi ll be considered a pait of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and w ill mail a separate formal request no later than March 1, 2022. The primary purpose of 
th_is letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for yow· time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
~ Department of 
- Agriculture 

DONNA FISHER 
PRESIDENT 

Forest 
Service 

NORTHERN CHEYENNE TRJBE 
PO BOX 128 
LAME DEER MT 59043-0128 

President Fisher, 

Black Hills National Forest 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, I 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs .usda.gov/project/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed wh ich led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/pro ject/?project=6 I 599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Adviso,y Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b)(l)(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this infonnation as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previol.lsJy recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@ usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-922 l or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@ usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://\>vww.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 l 599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-hand side of the page. This form allows for electronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or harld delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, J 019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: I) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other infonnation provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March I, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
~ Department of 
- Agriculture 

JORDON DRESSER 
CHAIRMAN 

Forest 
Service 

NORTHERN ARAPAHO TRIBE 
POBOX396 
FORT WASHAKIE WY 82514 

Chairman Dresser, 

Black Hills National Forest 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique govemment-to-govemment relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, I 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021 , the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/pro ject/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest res iliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

P lease visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?proiect=61599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our prel iminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota Slate Historic Preservation Officer, andAdviso,y Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 

Caring for the Land and Serving People 

,.. 
Printed on Recycled P•pcr "' 



National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b)(l)(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this infonnation as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
w ill be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would Like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tarnra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs. usda.gov/project/?project=61599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project'' link found on the right-band side of the page. This form allows for electronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U .S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: I) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other infonnation provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal govemment-to-govemment tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March 1, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
7?cZ77i Department of 

Forest 
Service 

Black Hills National Forest 

- Agriculture 

MARKN.FOX 
CHAIRMAN 
MANDAN, HIDATSA & ARIKARA NATION 
404 FRONTAGE ROAD 
NEW TOWN ND. 58763 

Chairman Fox, 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
wid1 American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, T 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=S9737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to wifudraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest :resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed foe using-a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
t reatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 l599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800. l4(b)(])(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this infonnation as a basi~ for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation TV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerorne.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
E lectronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs .usda.gov/project/?project=61599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project'' link found on the right-hand side of the page. This form allows for electronic attachments to 
comments ( e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: I) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
2 l 8.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will majl a separate formal request no later than March l, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
~ Departmentof 
- Agriculture 

CLYDE ESTES 
CHAIRMAN 

Forest 
Serv.ice 

LOWER BRULE SIOUX TRIBE 
187 OYA TE CIRCLE 
LOWER BRULE SD 57548-0187 

Chainnan Estes, 

Black Hills National Forest 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

l019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationsl1ip we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, I 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021 , the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following pubUc feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by whjte spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur o'n up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6l 599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b)(l)(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation [V of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-922 I or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-hand side of the page. This fo1m allows for e lectronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, :bet, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: I) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 
The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting fonnal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate fonnal request no later than March 1, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 

2 



USDA United States 
??::;;-= Department of 
iiilllll Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Black Hills National Forest 

ANTHONY REIDER 
PRESIDENT 
FLANDREAU SANTEE SIOUX TRIBE 
PO BOX283 
FLANDREAU SD. 57028 

President Reider, 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

Febrnary 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, I 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treattnents on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive plaru1ing effort and pr~ject was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (bttps://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on tbe proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an envirorunentaJ assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CPR 800.14(b)(l)(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, P.lease contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) ( 605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-band side of the page. This foan allows for e lectronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdt) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N . 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: l) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March 1, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
==:?:: Department of 
iiillllll Agriculture 

JOHN ST. CLAIR 
CHAIRMAN 

Forest 
Service 

EASTERN SHOSHONE TRIBE 
PO BOX 538 
FORT WASHAKIE WY 82514 

Chainnan St. Clair, 

Black H ills National Forest 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, I 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 i 599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

Tbfa project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Fores/, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota Slate Historic Preservation Officer, and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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N,ational Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b)(l)(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and w ill use this information as a basis for 
estimating potentiaJ effects the proposed activities, pJans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 culturaJ resource inventocy report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulat ion IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you wou Id like to discuss any issues or concerns or would I ike to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://W\vw.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project'' link found on the right-hand side of the page. This form allows for electronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: 1) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
2 I 8.2S(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initiaJ request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be consjdered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal govemment-to-govemmeot tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March 1, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
~ Department of 
- Agriculture 

PETER LENGKEEK 
CHAfRMAN 

Forest 
Service 

CROW CREEK SIOUX TRIBE 
PO BOX 50 
FORT THOMPSON SD 57339 

Chairman Lengkeek, 

Black Hills National Forest 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government re lationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. [n that capacity, l 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/proiect/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing th is proposal. 

T he purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide w ith the obj ective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. FoUow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage(https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) or see the 
enc.losed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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Natio_nal Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b )(1 )(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional wiJI provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this infonnation as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
wiJJ be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

Jfyou would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262: jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, Februaty 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment forin located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 I 599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-hand side of the page. This fonn allows for electronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, 1019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: 1) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
2 I 8.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting fonnal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March l, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
:""?:::Z7iii Depa rtm en t of 
iiiillll Agriculture 

HAROLD C. FRAZIER 
CHAIRMAN 

Forest 
Service 

CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE 
PO BOX 590 
EAGLE BUTTE SD. 57625 

Chainnan Frazier, 

Black Hills National Forest 

File Code: 
Date: 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

The USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
with American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, I 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Service requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component. Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public jnput 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing thjs proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-wide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hills National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedl ings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 l 599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advis01y Council on Hisloric 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
National Forests and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmat ic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800. l 4(b )( l )(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
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Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and wiU use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions w ill have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section l 06 cultural resource invento1y report 
wilJ be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation TV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tamra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, Febru$Y 22, 2022. 
E lectronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 l599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project'' link found on the right-hand side of the page. This form allows for electronic attachments to 
comments (e.g., .doc, .txt, .rtf or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National Forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, l O 19 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730 .. Comments should inc lude: I) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
2 I 8.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other infonnation provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate formal request no later than March l, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

T hank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 



USDA United States 
~ Department of 
- Agriculture 

REGGIE W ASSANA 
GOVERNOR 

Forest 
Service 

Black H ills National Forest 

File Code: 
Date: 

CHEYENNE/ARAPAHO TRIBES OF OKLAHOMA 
POBOX38 
CONCHO OK 73022 

Governor Wassana, 

1560 

1019 North 5th Street 
Custer, SD 57730 
605-673-9200 
Fax: 605-673-9350 

February 14, 2022 

Tbe USDA Forest Service acknowledges the unique government-to-government relationship we share 
w ith American Indian Tribes that have traditional cultural ties to the Black Hills. In that capacity, J 
would like to notify you that we are proposing a forest-wide project to treat white spruce (Picea 
glauca) stands called the Spruce Vegetation Management Project. 

You may recall in March 2021, the Forest Serv ice requested public input for the Pine and Aspen 
Restoration Project (https://www.fs .usda.gov/project/?project=59737) to use commercial and non
commercial treatments on 2,800 acres of mixed conifer and ponderosa pine stands with a major 
spruce component Following public feedback, it was decided to withdraw the project because a more 
comprehensive planning effort and project was needed which led to this new proposal. Public input 
received for Pine and Aspen Restoration Project was considered when developing this proposal. 

The purpose of the Spruce Vegetation Management Project is to reduce the number of acres 
dominated by white spruce (Picea glauca) and increase the number of acres of pine and aspen 
forest-w ide with the objective of increasing overall forest resiliency and reducing undesirable 
fire behavior across the Black Hi Us National Forest landscape. 

Treatments would occur on up to 25,000 acres. Proposed activities include regeneration harvests 
with reserve trees, overstory removal, group selection, machine piling, pile burning, and 
prescribed fire using a condition-based management approach. Follow up maintenance 
treatments are proposed to ensure regeneration requirements are met and to encourage pine and 
aspen seedlings and saplings over spruce. 

Please visit the project webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=6 I 599) or see the 
enclosed Scoping Package document for more detailed information on the proposal including the 
detailed purpose and need, proposed action, decision framework, and map. 

Our preliminary assessment is to evaluate this proposal as an environmental assessment (EA) under 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Deputy Forest Supervisor will be the 
Responsible Official. 

This project proposes to use a phased identification analysis approach (36 CFR 800.4(b)(2)) through 
the Programmatic Agreement among the Black Hills National Forest, The Nebraska National Forests 
and Grasslands, South Dakota State Historic Preservation Officer, and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding the process for compliance with Section I 06 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act for Undertakings Administered by the Black Hills National Forest and the Nebraska 
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National Fores ts and Grasslands in the State of South Dakota 2019 (known hereafter as the 
Programmatic Agreement) complying through 36 CFR 800.14(b)(l)(ii). The Forest Service Heritage 
Professional will provide input into the NEPA analysis and will use this information as a basis for 
estimating potential effects the proposed activities, plans, and project prescriptions will have on 
historic properties. The NEPA decision will contain specific language requiring the Forest to 
inventory for and assess effects to historic properties prior to project implementation. Once location
specific plans and project prescriptions are identified, a Section 106 cultural resource inventory report 
will be produced for consultation prior to project implementation according to the Stipulation IV of 
the Programmatic Agreement regarding undertaking review & consultation. 

If you would like to discuss any issues or concerns or would like to schedule a site field trip to 
review sample project areas, visit previously recorded sites, or discuss any unrecorded sites for 
the purpose of protection and preservation, please contact: 

Jerome Krueger, Deputy Forest Supervisor (605) 440-0262; jerome.krueger@ usda.gov 
or 

Tamra Brennan, Tribal Relations Specialist (Detail) (605) 673-9221 or 605-219-5046; 
tam ra.brennan@usda.gov 

Public Scoping Comment Period 
The 30-day public scoping comment period is expected to begin on Tuesday, February 22, 2022. 
Electronic comments can be submitted through the electronic comment form located on the project 
webpage (https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61599) through the "Comment/Object on 
Project" link found on the right-hand side of the page. This form a11ows for electronic attachments to 
comments ( e.g., .doc, .txt, .11f or .pdf) if desired. 

Comments may also be submitted by means of written or printed comment via the U.S. Postal Service 
or hand delivery to: Black Hills National forest, Attn: Jeff Underhill, l 019 N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 
57730. Comments should include: l) your name and postal address, 2) project title (Spruce 
Vegetation Management), and 3) signature or other verification of identity upon request (36 CFR 
218.25(a)(3)). Comments received in response to this initial request, including names, addresses, and 
any other information provided with the comments, will be considered a part of the public record. 

Tribal Consultation 

2 

The Black Hills National Forest is committed to conducting formal government-to-government tribal 
consultation and will mail a separate fonnal request no later than March 1, 2022. The primary purpose of 
this letter is to provide you preliminary notification of this proposal prior to public scoping. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
JEFFTOMAC 
Forest Supervisor 


