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Duration: This amendment is effective until superseded or removed.
Approved by: F. Dale Robertson, Chief
Date approved:
Responsible Staff:

Last Change: This amendment is the first in a new numbering series corresponding to the year
in which material was amended. Since this amendment replaces all text except Interim
Directives (ID), do not check for the last transmittal received for this title. Replace the entire
title text except ID's.

Superseded Document(s): Entire Title except ID’s, 00--1 thru 2.81; Transmittal, 2/86; and
Amendment 1, 5/86.

Digest: Following is an explanation of the changes throughout the directive by section.

This amendment changes the title of the handbook to include direction for inventory,
eliminates the reserved chapter for field procedures, renames and rewrites the text for
chapter 1 (formerly chapter 2) on Classification of Ecological Types, retitles chapter 2 (formerly
chapter 1) Classification of Potential Natural Communities and deletes section on
interrelationships and making interpretations. It also adds text for chapter 3 (Ecological Unit
Inventories) and chapter 4 (Interpretations and Applications). It also incorporates direction
previously issued in FSM 2060.5 through 2062.9.
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1 Ecosystem Classification
2 Classification of Potential Natural Communities
3 Ecological Unit Inventories
4 Interpretations and Applications
5 Classification of Aquatic Types (Reserved)
6 Data Analysis (Reserved)

7 Reporting (Reserved)
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1.1 Ecological Type Characterization

1.2 Naming Ecological Types

1.3 Differentiation Between Ecological Types

1.4 Description of Ecological Types

1.41 Vegetation

1.41a Potential Natural Community

1.41b Existing Vegetation

1.42 Soils

1.43 Topographic Features

1.44 Water

1.45 Climate

1.46 Geology

1.46a Landform

1.47 Description of Ecological Type Interpretations

1.47a Ecological Status

1.47b Assessment of Existing Conditions

1.47c Estimation of Production Potential

1.47d Prediction of Response to Change

1.47e Assessment of Ecological and Resource Conditions Across Mosaics of
Communities

1.47f Use of Ecosystem Classification in Coordination, Correlation, and Linkage of

Resource Data Bases

1.5 Correlation of Ecological Types
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1.6 Reference Sites

1.61 Descriptions
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1.7 Identification of Ecological Unites
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Regional Ecologists and Regional Soil Scientists

Inventory Planning
Work Plans for Inventory Areas
Annual Plan of Operation
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Preparation

Design

Description
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Naming Ecological Units
Interdisciplinary Participation
Map Unit Delineation

Field Notes and Descriptions
Field Notebook

Records and Data Bases
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4.41 Desired Future Vegetation
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4.43 Present Vegetation Trend

4.43a Apparent Trend

4.43b Long-Term Trend
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