
 

Forest Service Handbook 
National Headquarters - Washington Office 

Washington, DC 
 

Forest Service Handbook 2509.16 – Water Resource Inventory Handbook 
Foreword 

Amendment: 2509.16-1992-1 

Effective date: August 03, 1992 

Duration: This amendment is effective until superseded or removed. 
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Digest: Following is an explanation of the changes throughout the directive by section.

This amendment is a reissuance of FSH 2509.16 to conform the format and structure of the 
Handbook to the requirements of electronic directive issuance. 
 
This amendment makes no substantive changes to the text. The only changes made are those 
necessary to meet new format requirements or to correct spelling, punctuation, or unit names. 
 
This Handbook is now available electronically in the National Information Center in the same 
format as the paper copy. Henceforth, amendments to this Handbook will be issued to Forest 
Service units electronically on a document basis. 
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Foreword 

 
Before using this Handbook, a reader should become thoroughly familiar with FSM 2531.   
 
The water resource inventory process has three major subdivisions or phases that are required 
to complete an inventory.  These phases are (1) plan and design, (2) inventory, and (3) 
application and monitoring.  Each phase has a number of action items that must be followed in 
sequential order (sec. 1.1, ex. 01). 
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