
 

Forest Service Handbook 
National Headquarters - Washington Office 

Washington, DC 
 

Forest Service Handbook 5309.11 – Law Enforcement Handbook 
Transmittal 

Amendment: 5309.11-2000-1     

Effective date: August 22, 2000 

Duration: This amendment is effective until superseded or removed. 

Approved by: Phil Janik, Chief Operating Officer 

Date approved: August 07, 2000 

Responsible Staff:  

Last Change:  

Superseded Document(s): Entire Handbook, Amendment 5309.11-99-1; Title page; 000--1 thru 
000--2; 100--1 thru 190; 200--1 thru 273.5; ID 5309.11-99-1; ID 5309.11-99-4; 5309.11,300 
Contents; 5309.11,300; 400 thru 410; 500 thru 534; 600 thru 611.8; 700--1 thru 737; ID 
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Digest: Following is an explanation of the changes throughout the directive by section. 
 
This amendment changes the coding from a 3-digit to a 2-digit system throughout the 
Handbook. 
 
10: This amendment reorganizes, revises, and recodes direction throughout chapter 10, 
Planning; incorporates direction formerly issued in chapter 200; and changes the coding from a 
3-digit to a 2-digit system. 

10.2: Establishes objectives in group management, facility security, timber theft prevention, 
anti-drug operations, raid planning, and other law enforcement plans. 

10.4: Incorporates and revises direction on responsibility formerly set forth in section 200.4. 

10.41: Establishes direction on responsibility for planning for Special Agents in Charge. 
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10.42: Establishes direction on responsibility for planning for Supervisory Special Agents and 
Supervisory Law Enforcement Officers. 

11: Establishes direction on group management and organization for large group events, timber 
protests, special interest groups, and so forth. 

12: Establishes direction on timber theft prevention and accountability.  

13: Establishes a section on anti-drug operations and reporting procedures. 

14: Incorporates and revises direction on Facility Security formerly set forth in section 220.  

14.05: Establishes a definition of “security survey” for facilities. 

14.1: Establishes direction on Security Barriers.  

14.11: Incorporates with changes the direction on perimeter barriers formerly set forth in 
section 221.1.  Describes techniques and methods for facility barriers and deterrents to be used 
for security. 

14.12: Incorporates with changes the direction on building exteriors formerly set forth in 
section 221.2.  Describes security measures for building exteriors. 

14.13: Incorporates with changes the direction on interior controls formerly set forth in section 
221.3.  Describes methods and techniques to increase facility interior security.  

14.2: Incorporates with changes the direction on security survey formerly set forth in section 
222.  Describes survey needs to reduce security risks and crime prevention.  

14.21: Incorporates with changes the direction on the process to follow in the development of 
a security survey formerly set forth in section 222.1.  

14.22: Incorporates with changes the direction on recommendations on overall facility security 
needs formerly set forth in section 222.2.  

15: Establishes a section on planning and organizing raids in an effort to make arrests and seize 
evidence.  

15.05: Establishes a section for definitions related to raid planning.  

15.1: Establishes direction on organizing a raid and describes the Incident Command structure, 
surveillance operations, security, and assault elements.  

15.11: Establishes direction on operations plan preparation for a raid operation. 

15.12: Establishes direction on command and control of raid operations. 
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15.12a: Establishes direction on command levels and methods for raid operation.  

20: This amendment reorganizes and recodes direction and revises captions throughout 
chapter 20 to correspond with the organization of FSM 5320, Investigative Procedures, and to 
change coding from a 3-digit to a 2-digit system. 

20.2: Adds objectives relating to investigations. 

21: Incorporates with changes the direction on interviewing formerly set forth in section 100. 

21.05: Incorporates definitions formerly set forth in section 110.5. 

21.1: Incorporates with changes the direction on documenting interviews formerly set forth in 
section 111 

21.11 - 21.13: Incorporates with changes the direction on methods of documentation formerly 
set forth in sections 111.1 - 111.14. 

21.14: Incorporates with changes the direction on tape recording communications formerly set 
forth in section 111.2. 

21.14a: Incorporates the direction on recording equipment formerly set forth in FSM 5323.11. 

21.15: Incorporates the direction on polygraphs formerly set forth in FSM 5323.12. 

21.2 - 21.21: Incorporates the direction on a suspect's rights formerly set forth in section 120. 

21.22: Incorporates the direction on when a Miranda warning is issued formerly set forth in 
section 122. 

21.23: Incorporates with changes the direction on suspects’ waiving rights formerly set forth in 
section 123. 

21.24: Incorporates the direction on when a warning is not issued formerly set forth in section 
124. 

21.25: Incorporates with changes the direction on warnings issued to juveniles formerly set 
forth in section 125 

21.26: Incorporates the direction on warnings issued to other than English-speaking persons or 
persons with any type of language barrier formerly set forth in section 126. 

21.27: Incorporates the direction on issuing warnings to mentally incompetent people formerly 
set forth in section 127. 

21.28: Incorporates the direction on citizen’s rights formerly set forth in section 128. 
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22: Incorporates with changes the direction on handling evidence formerly set forth in section 
150. 

22.05: Incorporates definitions formerly set forth in section 151. 

22.1: Incorporates with changes the direction on managing a crime scene formerly set forth in 
section 152.1. 

22.2: Incorporates with changes the direction on handling witnesses, suspects, and victims 
formerly set forth in sections 152.2 - 152.4. 

22.3: Incorporates the direction on crime scene search formerly set forth in section 153. 

22.31: Incorporates the direction on the objectives of crime scene search formerly set forth in 
section 153.02. 

22.32: Incorporates with changes the direction on searching crime scenes formerly set forth in 
sections 153.1 and 152.6. 

22.23: Incorporates the direction on crime scene sketching formerly set forth in section 153.2. 

22.32a - 22.32b: Incorporates the direction on considerations and types of sketches for a crime 
scene formerly set forth in sections 153.21 and 153.22. 

22.34: Incorporates the direction on photographing a crime scene formerly set forth in section 
153.3. 

22.34a: Incorporates the direction on identifying photographs and negatives formerly set forth 
in section 153.32. 

22.4: Incorporates with changes the direction on custody and storage of evidence formerly set 
forth in section 153.42. 

22.41: Incorporates with changes the direction on custody of evidence formerly set forth in 
section 152. 

22.42: Adds direction on storage of evidence. 

22.5: Adds direction on handling evidence and property. 

23: Incorporates with changes the direction on types of investigations formerly set forth in 
sections 160-190. 

23.1: Incorporates the direction on livestock investigations formerly set forth in section 160. 

23.2: Incorporates the direction on occupancy and use violations formerly set forth in section 
170. 
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23.3: Incorporates with changes the direction on timber investigations formerly set forth in 
section 180. 

23.4: Adds a section on fire investigations. 

23.4a: Adds direction on fire cause and determination. 

23.4b: Adds direction on wildland fire criminal investigation determination. 

23.5: Adds direction on handling archeological resources investigations. 

24: Incorporates the direction on consensual monitoring formerly set forth in FSM 5324. 

25: Incorporates with changes the direction on informants formerly set forth in section 130. 

25.13a: Incorporates with changes the direction on confidentiality of informants formerly set 
forth in section 139.1. 

25.13b: Incorporates the direction on confidentiality of information formerly set forth in 
section 140. 

25.8: Incorporates with changes the direction on payments for information formerly set forth in 
section 137.5. 

25.81a: Incorporates with changes the direction on payments to informants formerly set forth 
in section 137.1 

25.83: Incorporates the direction on the quick pay system for investigations formerly set forth 
in FSM 5323.17. 

25.84: Adds direction on payment for evidence. 

26: Adds direction on surveillance for short duration. 

27: Adds direction on undercover operations. 

28: Adds direction on case management. 

30: This amendment reorganizes revises and recodes direction through out chapter 30, 
Violation; and incorporates direction on Form FS-5300-4, Violation Notice, formerly issued in 
Interim Directive (ID) 5309.11-99-2. 

30.1: Revises direction on Authority formerly found in section 211.01. 

30.2: Adds objectives. 

30.3: Revises policy formerly set forth in section 700.3. 
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30.4: Revises the responsibilities formerly set forth in section 700.4. 

30.41: Adds the responsibilities of Supervisory Special Agents and Supervisory Law Enforcement 
Officers for statistical reporting and assistance to line officers in preparation of special orders. 

30.42: Adds the responsibility of Forest Protection Officers to take action on observed 
violations. 

30.43: Revises line officer responsibilities for documentation of violations formerly set forth in 
section 700.4. 

31: Adds direction on documentation of violations of law on National Forest System lands. 

31.1: Incorporates direction on the Law Enforcement Incident Report (Form FS-5300-1) 
formerly set forth in section 712.2. 

31.11: Incorporates with changes the direction for issuance of a Warning Notice formerly set 
forth in sections 712.3 - 712.31. 

31.12: Incorporates with changes the direction for completion of an Incident Report formerly 
set forth in sections 712.4 - 712.52.   

31.2: Incorporates with changes the direction for issuance of a Violation Notice (Form FS-5300-
4) formerly found in section 712.6 and ID 5309.11-99-2. 

31.21: Adds direction on the policy for officer discretion in the issuance of a Violation Notice. 

31.22: Incorporates with changes the instructions for completion of a Violation Notice formerly 
set forth in section 712.61 and ID 5309.11-99-2. 

31.22a: Incorporates with changes the direction on the Statement of Probable Cause on Form 
FS-5300-4 formerly set forth in section 712.7. 

31.22b: Incorporates with changes the instructions on completion of the Probable Cause 
Statement formerly set forth in section 712.71. 

31.23: Incorporates with changes the instructions for completing the Violation Notice 
Disposition Update Forms formerly set forth in section 712.81. Adds instructions for Additional 
Subject and Resource information. 

32: Adds direction for issuing Orders under Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 261, 
Subpart B (36 CFR 261.50-261.58). 

32.1: Incorporates with changes the direction on Scope of Orders formerly set forth in section 
211.1. 
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32.11: Incorporates with changes the list of Exemptions for orders formerly set forth in section 
211.3. 

32.2: Incorporates with changes the direction on Legality of Orders formerly set forth in section 
211.2. 

32.3: Adds direction on the posting of Orders formerly set forth in section 211.3. 

32.4: Adds direction on assessment of need and enforcement plans, and incorporates with 
changes the direction for Enforcement of Orders formerly set forth in section 211.1, paragraph 
2.  

33: Incorporates with changes the direction on Termination of Order formerly set forth in 
section 211.4. 

34: Incorporates with changes the direction on issuing Regional regulations under 36 CFR Part 
261, Subpart C (36 CFR 261.70-261.78) formerly set forth in sections 212-212.1. 

34.1: Incorporates with changes the procedures for issuing regulations under Subpart C 
formerly set forth in section 212.2. 

34.2: Adds section for exemptions to regulations under Subpart C as outlined in 36 CFR, section 
261.50(e). 

40: This amendment reorganizes, revises, and recodes direction through out chapter 40, Report 
and Forms; and incorporates direction on completing the Report of Investigation (Form FS-
5300-24a and FS-5300-24b) formerly issued in Interim Directive (ID) 5309.11-99-3. 

40.2: Incorporates with changes the objectives in documenting violations and providing 
instructions on information retrieval formerly set forth in section 700.2 and ID 5309.11-99-3. 

40.3: Incorporates with changes the policy for Reports of Investigations (Forms FS-5300-24a 
and FS-5300-24b) and documentation of all violations of law concerning National Forest System 
lands, property, and facilities formerly set forth in section 700.3 and ID 5309.11-99-3. 

41: Revises direction on Law Enforcement Reports formerly set forth in section 710. 

41.05: Establishes definitions related to law enforcement reports and incorporates definitions 
for "Civil Proceeding" and "Controlling Office" formerly issued to section 730.5 in ID 5309.11-
99-3. 

41.1: Incorporates with changes the direction on the Law Enforcement Management Reporting 
System formerly set forth in section 700.1. 

41.2: Establishes direction on Case Tracking System. 
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41.3 - 41.31: Establishes direction and instructions for completion of the Report of Investigation 
and incorporates direction formerly issued in ID 5309.11-99-3. 

41.4: Establishes direction on Controlled Substance Activity Reporting and the use of Form FS-
5300-2, Controlled Substance Enforcement Activity on NFS lands. 

41.41: Establishes instructions for the completion of Form FS-5300-2, Controlled Substances 
Enforcement Activity on NFS Lands 

41.5: Incorporates with changes the direction on the use of Form FS-5300-5, Cooperative Law 
Enforcement Activity Report formerly set forth in section 721. 

42: Lists law enforcement forms by number in exhibits 01 and 02 and provides direction for 
electronic retrieval for MS in exhibit 03. 

50: This amendment reorganizes, revises, and recodes direction throughout chapter 50, Action 
and Procedures; changes coding from a 3-digit to a 2-digit system; and incorporates direction 
on transport of firearms on aircraft formerly issued in Interim Directive (ID) 5309.11-99-4. 

50.2: Establishes objectives for law enforcement actions and procedures. 

50.4: Incorporates responsibilities for law enforcement personnel formerly set forth in section 
200.4. 

50.41: Establishes new responsibilities for Supervisory Special Agents and Supervisory Law 
Enforcement Officers. 

50.42: Establishes new responsibilities for law enforcement personnel. 

50.43: Establishes new responsibilities for Forest Officers. 

51: Establishes a new section on Enforcement Actions. 

51.01: Establishes authority for enforcement actions. 

51.1: Establishes a new section on Traffic Enforcement and Pursuits. 

51.11: Establishes direction on the use of radar in traffic enforcement. 

51.12: Incorporates and revises direction for Vehicle Stops formerly set forth in section 512. 

51.13: Incorporates direction on Vehicle Checkpoints formerly set forth in section 360. 

51.13a: Incorporates direction on General Requirements Applicable to Checkpoints formerly set 
forth in section 361. 

51.13b: Incorporates direction on Planned Checkpoints formerly set forth in section 362. 
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51.13c: Incorporates direction on Planned Checkpoint Requirements and Procedures formerly 
set forth in section 362.1. 

51.13d: Incorporates direction on Emergency Checkpoints formerly set forth in section 363. 

51.14: Incorporates with changes the direction on Road and Trail Closures formerly set forth in 
section 340. 

51.15: Incorporates with changes the direction on Driving Under the Influence enforcement 
actions formerly set forth in section 370. 

51.15a: Incorporates with changes the direction on enforcement for driving under the influence 
off Forest roads formerly set forth in section 370. 

51.15b: Incorporates with change direction on enforcement for driving under the influence on 
Forest development roads and trails formerly set forth in section 370.  

51.15c: Establishes new direction for Stopping Drivers Who Appear To Be Under the Influence.  

51.15d: Incorporates with changes the direction on Detaining Drivers Who Appear To Be Under 
the Influence formerly set forth in section 370. 

51.15e: Establishes direction for Administering DUI Tests. 

51.16: Incorporates with changes the direction on Vehicle Pursuits formerly set forth in section 
530. 

51.16a: Incorporates with changes the direction on Pursuit Procedures formerly set forth in 
sections 531-532. 

51.16b: Establishes direction on Deciding To Pursue. 

51.16c: Establishes direction on Assisting Other Agencies in pursuits. 

51.16d: Incorporates with changes direction on Terminating Pursuits formerly set forth in 
section 534. 

51.17: Establishes direction for Foot Pursuits. 

51.18: Establishes direction for Vehicle-Mounted Camcorder Operations. 

51.18a: Establishes direction for Installation of Vehicle Camcorders. 

51.18b: Establishes direction on the Proper Care and Maintenance of Vehicle-Mounted 
Camcorders. 

51.18c: Establishes Operating Procedures for vehicle-mounted camcorders. 
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51.18d: Establishes direction for the Control and Preservation of Recorded Tapes. 

51.18e: Establishes direction on the Use of Recorded Tapes for Training. 

51.18f: Establishes direction on Requests for Copies of Tapes. 

51.18g: Establishes direction on the Use of Vehicle-Mounted Camcorders for Crime Scene 
Investigations.  

51.2: Establishes direction on law enforcement with Developed Sites and Concessionaires. 

52: Establishes section for Specialized Equipment Used In Enforcement Operations. 

52.02: Establishes objectives for the section on specialized equipment. 

52.03: Establishes policy on the use of specialized equipment. 

52.04: Establishes responsibilities for law enforcement personnel in the use of specialized 
equipment. 

52.04a: Establishes responsibilities for Supervisory Special Agents and Supervisory Law 
Enforcement Officers for specialized equipment use. 

52.04b: Establishes responsibilities for law enforcement personnel utilizing specialized 
equipment. 

52.06: Adds a reference for the Interagency Helicopter Operations Guide. 

52.1: Establishes direction for Law Enforcement Aviation Operations.  

52.11: Establishes direction on Operational Procedures for aviation use. 

52.11a: Establishes direction for Approved Aircraft and sets out an Operational Briefing 
Requirements Checklist in exhibit 01. 

52.11b: Establishes direction on Flight Following. 

52.12: Establishes direction on the use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 

52.13: Establishes direction on Aircraft and Pilot Qualifications. 

52.14: Establishes direction on aviation use in Non-Emergency Operations. 

52.15: Establishes direction on aviation use in Emergency Operations. 

52.16: Establishes direction on Cooperative Agency Aviation Operations. 
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52.17: Establishes sec

52.17a: Establishes direction for Transport of Injured Officers. 

52.17b: Establishes direction for Transporting Canines. 

52.17c: Establishes direction for Transporting Prisoners on Forest Service Owned, Leased, or 
Contract aircraft. 

52.17d: Establishes direction on Transporting Prisoners on Commercial Aircraft. 

52.17e: Establishes direction on Transporting Cargo on aircraft, including evidence and 
hazardous materials (firearms, pyrotechnic devices, and hazardous chemicals).  Incorporates 
the direction on transporting firearms on aircraft formerly issued in ID 5309.11-99-4.  

52.18: Establishes section on Security for Aviation Operations. 

52.18a: Establishes direction on Helibase security. 

52.18b: Establishes direction on Helispot security. 

52.18c: Establishes direction on Overnight Security. 

52.18d: Establishes direction for Fuel Truck security. 

52.2: Establishes direction for Law Enforcement Watercraft Operations. 

52.3: Establishes direction for Law Enforcement Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) Operations. 

52.4: Establishes direction for Law Enforcement Mountain Bicycle Patrol Operations. 

52.5: Establishes direction for Law Enforcement Horse Mounted Patrol Operations. 

52.6: Establishes direction for Motorized Snow Traversing Equipment. 

53: Incorporates with changes the direction on Arrest Procedures formerly set forth in section 
215.   

53.01: Adds cross-references to applicable authorities. 

53.02: Establishes objectives for arrest procedures. 

53.05: Incorporates with changes the definitions for arrest, false arrest, juveniles, and probable 
cause formerly set forth in section 215.21 and 215.9. 

53.1: Establishes a section on arrest of Adults. 
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53.11: Incorporates with changes the direction on Arrest With Warrant formerly set forth in 
section 215.1. 

53.12: Incorporates with changes the direction on Arrest Without Warrant formerly set forth in 
section 215.2. 

53.13: Incorporates with changes the direction on False Arrest formerly set forth in section 
215.21. 

53.14: Incorporates with changes the direction on Custody and Delivery of Arrested Persons 
formerly set forth in section 215.5. 

53.15: Incorporates with changes the direction on Searches formerly set forth in section 215.7. 

53.16: Establishes direction on Searches Incidental to Arrest. 

53.16a: Incorporates with changes the direction on Arrestees and Their Immediate 
Surroundings formerly set forth in section 216.1 

53.16b: Incorporates with changes the direction on Vehicles Occupied by Arrestees formerly set 
forth in section 216.1. 

53.2: Establishes direction on the arrest of Juveniles 

53.21: Incorporates with changes the direction on Arrest of Juvenile Defendants formerly set 
forth in section 215.9. 

53.22: Incorporates with changes the direction on Taking Juveniles into Custody formerly set 
forth in section 215.91. 

53.23: Incorporates direction on Violation Notices for Juveniles formerly set forth in section 
215.92. 

54: Incorporates with changes the direction on the Use of Force formerly set forth in section 
215.4. 

54.01: Establishes Authority on use of force. 

54.06: Establishes References on the use of force. 

54.1: Establishes direction on Levels of Resistance and Control. 

54.11: Establishes direction on Resistance. 

54.11a: Establishes direction on Compliant. 

54.11b: Establishes direction on Resistant (Passive). 
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54.11c: Establishes direction on Resistant (Active). 

54.11d: Establishes direction on Assaultive (Bodily Harm) 

54.11e: Establishes the direction on Assaultive (Serious Bodily Harm or Death). 

54.12: Establishes direction on Control actions for law enforcement personnel. 

54.12a: Establishes direction on Verbal Commands. 

54.12b: Establishes direction on Contact Controls with subjects. 

54.12c: Establishes direction on Compliance Techniques. 

54.12d: Establishes direction on Defensive Tactics. 

54.12e: Establishes direction on the use of Deadly Force. 

54.2: Establishes direction on Escalation and De-Escalation of Force. 

54.21: Establishes direction on Factors That Affect Use of Force. 

54.3: Establishes direction on Non-Lethal Defensive Equipment. 

54.31: Establishes direction on Handcuffs and Restraints.  

54.31a: Establishes Procedures for the Use of Handcuffs and Restraints. 

54.32: Establishes section on Electronic Restraints. 

54.32a: Establishes direction on Electronic Restraint Belts. 

54.32b: Establishes direction on Hand-Held Electronic Restraint Devices. 

54.33: Establishes direction on the use of Aerosol Subject Restraints (ASRs). 

54.33a: Establishes direction for Procedures on Use of Aerosol Subject Restraints (ASRs). 

54.34: Establishes direction on Impact Weapons. 

54.34a: Establishes Procedures on Use of Impact Weapons. 

54.33: Establishes direction on the use of Aerosol Subject Restraints (ASRs). 

54.4: Incorporates with changes the direction on Firearms formerly set forth in section 260 and 
issued in ID 5309.11-99-4. 
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54.41: Incorporates with changes the Procedures for Use of Firearms formerly set forth in 
section 261 and issued in ID 5309.11-99-4. 

54.42: Incorporates with changes the direction on Surrendering Weapons formerly set forth in 
section 263 and issued in ID 5309.11-99-4. 

54.42a: Establishes direction on Hostages. 

54.5: Establishes direction on Prohibited Weapons and Prohibited Use. 

54.6: Establishes direction on authorization of police Canine (K-9) Teams for law enforcement 
personnel. 

54.61: Establishes procedures for K-9 Teams. 

54.7: Incorporates with changes the direction on Use of Force Medical Considerations formerly 
set forth in section 215.8. 

54.8: Establishes direction and procedures for completion of the Use of Force Report. 

55: Establishes direction on Search and Seizure. 

55.02: Establishes Objectives for conducting search and seizures. 

55.03: Establishes Policy for search and seizure. 

55.04: Establishes responsibilities for Supervisory Special Agents and Supervisory Law 
Enforcement Officers for search and seizure 

55.05: Incorporates with changes the definitions used for search and seizure formerly set forth 
in section 216.8. 

55.1: Incorporates with changes the direction on Conducting Search and Seizures formerly set 
forth in section 216. 

55.11: Establishes direction on Situations Where Search and Seizure May Be Conducted. 

55.12: Establishes direction on Property That May Be Seized. 

55.2: Incorporates direction on Consent Searches formerly set forth in section 216.2. 

55.3: Incorporates with changes the direction for Exigent Circumstances formerly set forth in 
section 216.3.  

55.31: Incorporates with changes the direction on Criteria for Conducting Searches formerly set 
forth in section 216.3(1).  
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55.32: Incorporates with changes the direction on Examples of Exigent Circumstances formerly 
set forth in section 216.3(2). 

55.4: Incorporates with changes the direction on Searches With Warrant formerly set forth in 
section 216.4. 

55.41: Incorporates with changes the direction for Obtaining Search Warrant formerly set forth 
in section 216.41. 

55.41a: Establishes a Probable Cause Checklist. 

55.41b: Establishes an Oral Search Warrant Checklist. 

55.42: Incorporates with changes the direction on Serving Search Warrant formerly set forth in 
section 216.42. 

55.43: Establishes direction on the Execution and Return Requirements for search warrants. 

55.5: Incorporates with changes the direction on Plain View searches formerly set forth in 
section 216.7. 

55.6: Incorporates the direction on Search of Federally Owned Residential Areas formerly set 
forth in section 216.8. 

56: Establishes direction on Impoundment and Property Seizure.  

56.01: Establishes Authority for impoundment and property seizure. 

56.02: Establishes Objectives of impounding private property. 

56.03: Establishes Policy for impoundments and property seizures. 

56.04: Establishes Responsibility for impoundments. 

56.1: Incorporates with changes the direction on Impoundment and Property Seizure 
Procedures formerly set forth in section 215.6. 

56.11: Incorporates with changes the direction on Notice of Intention To Impound formerly set 
forth in section 173.11. 

56.12: Incorporates with change the direction on Removal of Personal Property From Area of 
Violation formerly set forth in section 173.12. 

56.13: Incorporates with changes the direction on Redemption or Sale of Impounded Property 
formerly set forth in section 173.13. 
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56.14: Incorporates with changes the direction on Notice of Sale of Impounded Property 
formerly set forth in section 173.14. 

56.2: Incorporates with change the direction on Removal of Obstructions formerly set forth in 
section 174. 

57: Establishes direction on Criminal Violations and Courtroom Appearance. 

57.02: Establishes Objectives on filing of criminal violations and courtroom appearance. 

57.05: Establishes definitions for Complaint, Information, No Bill, Subpoena, Summons, and 
True Bill. 

57.1: Incorporates with changes the direction on Criminal Violations - Felony and Misdemeanor 
formerly set forth in section 214. 

57.11: Incorporates with changes the direction on Filing Complaint formerly set forth in section 
214.1. 

57.12: Incorporates with changes the direction on Information formerly set forth in section 
214.2. 

57.13: Incorporates with changes the direction on Grand Juries formerly set forth in section 
214.3.  

57.14: Incorporates with changes the direction for Subpoenas formerly set forth in section 
216.5. 

57.15: Incorporates with changes the direction on Summons formerly set forth in section 216.6. 

57.15a: Establishes direction on Procedures for Serving Summons. 

57.2: Incorporates with changes the direction on Courtroom Appearance formerly set forth in 
section 218.2. 

58: Establishes direction on Media Communication and Diplomatic Considerations. 

58.02: Establishes Objectives for the Media Communications and Diplomatic Considerations 
section. 

58.03: Incorporates with changes the policy on Media Communications and Diplomatic 
Considerations formerly set forth in section 240.3. 

58.04: Establishes Responsibility for media communications. 

58.1: Establishes direction for the Release of Information by Law Enforcement Personnel in 
Criminal and Civil Matters. 
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58.11a: Establishe tters. 

58.11b: Establishes direction on Information That May Be Disclosed in Civil Matters 

58.11c: Incorporates with changes the direction on Information That May Not Be Disclosed 
formerly set forth in section 244. 

58.11d: Incorporates with change the direction on Disclosure of Information Concerning Prior 
Criminal Record formerly found in FSH 5309.11, section 244. 

58.11e: Establishes direction on Disclosure of Information Concerning Ongoing Investigations. 

58.12: Establishes direction on Release of Information Prior to Execution of Search or Arrest 
Warrants. 

58.13: Establishes direction on Inquiries from News Media. 

58.14: Establishes direction on Media Inquiries Received in Emergency or Fast-Moving 
Situations. 

58.15: Establishes direction for Access to media. 

58.16: Establishes direction on the Questioning or Arrest of Member of News Media. 

58.17: Incorporates with changes the direction on News Media Accompanying Law 
Enforcement Personnel on Field Operations formerly set forth in section 241. 

58.18: Establishes direction on Proactive Activities with news media. 

58.19: Establishes direction on Incident Media Planning for law enforcement. 

58.2: Incorporates with changes the direction on International Diplomacy formerly set forth in 
section 610. 

58.21: Incorporates with changes the direction on Consular Officers formerly set forth in 
section 611. 

58.21a: Incorporates with changes the direction on Career Consular Officer Immunity formerly 
set forth in section 611.1. 

58.21b: Incorporates with changes the direction on Honorary Consular Officer Immunity 
formerly set forth in section 611.2. 

58.21c: Incorporates with changes the direction on Consular Premises and Property Immunity 
formerly set forth in section 611.3. 
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58.21d: Incorporates with changes the direction on Misdemeanor Incidents Involving Career 
Consular Officers formerly set forth in section 611.4. 

58.21e: Incorporates with changes the direction on Felony Cases Involving Career Consular 
Officers formerly set forth in section 611.5. 

58.21f: Incorporates with changes the direction on Impounding Consular Vehicles formerly set 
forth in section 611.6. 

58.21g: Incorporates with changes the direction on Request for Information Regarding Consular 
Officers formerly set forth in section 611.7. 

58.21h: Incorporates with changes the direction on Advising Special Agent in Charge for cases 
involving consular officers formerly set forth in section 611.8. 

59: Establishes direction on Hazardous Material Spill Responses. 

59.02: Establishes Objectives for the hazardous material responses section. 

59.03: Establishes Policy for the hazardous material responses. 

59.04: Establishes the Responsibility of law enforcement personnel for hazardous spill 
responses. 

60: This amendment revises, reorganizes, and recodes the direction formerly in chapters 200 
and 700.  

60.4: Adds responsibilities for Special Agents in Charge and supervisory law enforcement 
personnel. 

60.41: Adds the responsibility of Special Agents in Charge and Forest Supervisors to jointly 
approve cooperative agreements and the financial and operating plans for these agreements. 

60.42: Adds the responsibility of Special Agents in Charge to approve cooperative agreements 
and the financial and operating plans for cannabis investigation agreements.  

60.43: Adds the responsibility for Supervisory Special Agents and Supervisory Law Enforcement 
Officers to coordinate and negotiate cooperative agreements and financial and operating plans.  

61: Incorporates the direction on Development of Cooperative Agreements and Operating and 
Financial Plans formerly set forth in section 250.  

61.1: Incorporates with changes the direction on Cooperative Agreements formerly set forth in 
section 251.  
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61.2: Incorporates the direction on Operating and Financial Plans formerly set forth in section 
252.  

61.21: Incorporates the direction on Reimbursable Expenses formerly set forth in section 252.1.  

61.22: Incorporates the direction on Loaned Equipment formerly set forth in section 252.2.  

61.23: Incorporates the direction on Rate Schedules formerly set forth in section 252.3.  

61.24: Incorporates the direction on Designated Officials formerly set forth in section 252.4.  

61.3: Incorporates the direction on Monitoring formerly set forth in section 253.  

62: Incorporates the direction on the Cooperative Law Enforcement Activity Report, Form FS-
5300-5, formerly set forth in sections 720 and 721. 

62.1: Incorporates instructions on completing the Cooperative Law Enforcement Activity Report 
formerly set forth in section 721.1.  

62.2: Incorporates the direction on the Cooperative Law Enforcement Summary formerly found 
in section 722.  

63: Adds a section on Service -Wide Law Enforcement Memorandums of Understanding, 
Memorandums of Agreement, and local Agreements With Other Agencies.  

63.1: Adds section on agreements between the Forest Service and Department of the Interior.  

63.11: Adds a section with a cross-reference to the Memorandum of Agreement for Cross-
Designation of Law Enforcement Personnel.  

63.12: Adds a section with a cross-reference to the Memorandum of Understanding for Cross-
Designation of Law Enforcement Personnel between the Department of Agriculture, Forest 
Service and Department of Interior agencies.  

63.13: Adds a section on Local Agreements Between the Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management.  

63.14: Adds section on Local Agreements between the Forest Service and National Park Service.  

63.2: Adds a section on the agreements between the Forest Service and agencies in the 
Department of Justice.  

63.21: Adds a section with a cross-reference on the agreement between the Forest Service and 
Drug Enforcement Administration.  

63.22: Adds a section with a cross-reference to the memorandum of understanding between 
the Forest Service and U.S. Marshals Service.  
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63.22a: Adds a sect n the 
Forest Service and U.S. Marshals Service.  

63.23: Adds a section with a cross-reference on the memorandum of understanding between 
the Forest Service, Drug Enforcement Administration, Civil Air Patrol, Inc., and U.S. Air Force.  

63.3: Adds a section on agreements with the Department of Agriculture.  

63.31: Adds a section with a cross-reference to the agreement between the Forest Service and 
Office of the Inspector General.  

63.4: Adds a section for agreements with the Department of Treasury.  

63.41: Adds a section with a cross-reference on the memorandum of understanding between 
the Forest Service and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.  

70: Reserves the code for chapter 70, Training, for future issuances.  

80: This amendment revises, reorganizes, and recodes direction formerly in chapter 200 and 
FSM 5380; changes the coding system from a 3-digit to a 2-digit system; and incorporates 
direction on credential cards for law enforcement personnel formerly issued in interim directive 
(ID) 5309.11-99-1.  

80.4: Adds direction on the responsibility of supervisory law enforcement personnel to ensure 
that proper storage methods are being used for equipment and files.  

81: Establishes a new section for direction on office and storage spaces.  

82: Incorporates the direction on numbered badges and credentials formerly found in section 
270.  

82.1: Incorporates the direction on issuance of credentials formerly found in section 271 and ID 
5309.11-99-1.  

82.11: Incorporates with changes the direction on credentials for personnel assigned to the 
Washington Office formerly set forth in section 271.1 and ID 5309.11-99-1.  

82.12: Incorporates with changes the direction on credentials for personnel assigned to a 
Region formerly set forth in section 271.2 and ID 5309.11-99-1.  

82.2: Incorporates the direction on maintenance formerly set forth in section 272.  

83: Incorporates with changes the direction on loss of badges and credentials formerly set forth 
in section 273.  Establishes direction for the loss of firearms.  

83.05: Incorporates with changes the definition of loss formerly set forth in section 273.05.  

USDA Forest Service 
Page 20 of 22 



Forest Service Handbook 5309.11 – Law Enforcement Handbook 
Transmittal  

Amendment: 5309.11-2000-1     
Effective date: August 22, 2000 

  

83.1: Incorporates with changes the direction on reporting lost firearms, badges, and 
credentials formerly set forth in section 273.1.  

83.11: Incorporates the direction for reporting the loss of a firearm, credential, or badge to the 
responsible local law enforcement agency formerly set forth in section 273.2.  

83.12: Incorporates the direction for reporting losses in the National Crime Information Center 
(NCIC) system formerly set forth in section 273.3.  

83.13: Adds direction on the documentation of loss of a firearm, badge, or credential.  

83.13a: Incorporates the direction for a formal letter of explanation for a lost firearm, badge, or 
credential formerly set forth in section 273.4.  

83.13b: Incorporates the direction to use Form AD-112, Report of Unserviceable, Lost, or 
Damaged Property, to report the loss of a firearm, badge, or credential formerly set forth in 
section 273.5.  

84: Incorporates the direction for acknowledgment of a private citizen who returns lost 
property formerly set forth in section 275.  

85: Incorporates the direction for re-issuance of lost property formerly set forth in section 276.  

86: Establishes direction on carrying firearms and aerosol subject restraints on aircraft.  

86.02: Establishes objectives for the guidelines in carrying firearms and other defensive 
equipment on aircraft.  

86.1: Incorporates the direction for carrying or transporting firearms on aircraft formerly set 
forth in FSM 5381.15.  

86.11: Incorporates with changes the direction for the carrying of firearms on commercial 
aircraft formerly set forth in FSM 5381.15a.  

86.12: Incorporates with changes the direction for the carrying of firearms and other defensive 
equipment on Forest Service owned, leased, or contracted aircraft formerly set forth in FSM 
5381.15b.  

86.2: Incorporates with and changes the direction for the carrying or transportation of aerosol 
subject restraints on aircraft formerly set forth in FSM 5381.15b. 

87: Establishes direction for specialized transportation equipment, such as horses, motorcycles, 
all terrain type vehicles, snowmobiles, and so forth. 
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87.04: Establishes the responsibility of supervisory law enforcement personnel to ensure that 
proper training and licensing are completed for law enforcement personnel for specialized 
transportation equipment. 

88: Establishes direction for the acquisition of technical investigative equipment. 
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