Forest Service Manual
National Headquarters - Washington Office
Washington, DC

Forest Service Manual 5409.13 — Land Acquisition Handbook
Chapter 70 - Condemnation
Amendment: 5409.13-1991-1
Effective date: September 3, 1991
Duration: This amendment is effective until superseded or removed.

Superseded Directive: 2, November 17, 1989; 1, January 1988; Entire handbook issued April
1987

Approved by: F. Dale Robertson, Chief
Date approved:
Responsible Staff:

Explanation of changes: Following is an explanation of the changes throughout the directive by
section.

This amendment is a reissuance of FSH 5409.13 to conform the format and structure of the
Handbook to the requirements of electronic directive issuance.

This amendment makes no substantive changes to the text. The only changes made are those
necessary to meet new format requirements or to correct spelling, punctuation, or unit names.

This Handbook is now available electronically in the National Information Center in the same
format as the paper copy. Henceforth, amendments to this Handbook will be issued to Forest
Service units electronically on a document basis.
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Condemnation Methods

With Declaration of Taking

Without Declaration of Taking

Principal Steps in Condemnation Process
Reasons for Condemning

Prerequisites To Initiate Condemnation
Condemnation Classes

Acquiring Real Property

Tracts of Land in Fee

Road and Trail Easements

Conservation Easements

Taking Temporary Possession for Limited Use
Clearing Title or Enforcing Options
Easement Acquisitions

Land-for-Land Exchanges and Donations
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Tracts of Land in Fee

Road and Trail Easements
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Whole Property

Partial Taking

USDA Forest Service
Page 2 of 4



72 Procedure Before Filing

72.1 Chief's Prior Approval Requirements
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72.31 Condemnation Report
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72.31b Part Il - Facts

72.31c Part lll - Addenda

72.32 Declaration of Taking
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72.34 Letter From the Secretary to the Attorney General
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72.4 Action by Forest Supervisor

72,5 Action by Regional Attorney

72.6 Action by Regional Forester

72.7 Action by Washington Office
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73 Procedure After Filing
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73.31 Possession With Declaration of Taking
73.32 Possession Without Declaration of Taking
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73.6 Coordination With U.S. Attorney

73.61 Certificate of Possession
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73.7 Amending Complaint and Declaration of Taking
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74 Settlement

74.1 Settlement Authority

74.11 Attorney General

74.12 United States Attorney

74.13 Regional Forester

74.14 Chief

74.2 Procedure

74.21 Settlement Offer Within Authority of Regional Forester

74.22 Settlement Offer Not Within Authority of Regional Forester
74.23 Settlement Offer Not Within Authority of United States Attorney
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74.3 Considerations in Approval of Settlement
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