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POSTING NOTICE.  Amendments are numbered consecutively by Handbook number and 
calendar year.  Post document in numerical order of chapters (1109.12, sec. 4.32, ex. 01).  
Remove entire national text of the Handbook and replace with this amendment.  DO NOT 
REMOVE SUPPLEMENTS OR INTERIM DIRECTIVES.  Retain this transmittal as the first page of 
this document.

Explanation of changes:  

This amendment is a reissuance of FSH 5509.11 to conform the format and structure of the 
Handbook to the requirements of electronic directive issuance.

This amendment makes no substantive changes to the text.  The only changes made are those 
necessary to meet new format requirements or to correct spelling, punctuation, or unit 
names.

This Handbook is now available electronically in the National Information Center in the same 
format as the paper copy.  Henceforth, amendments to this Handbook will be issued to Forest 
Service units electronically on a document basis.
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4. National Environmental Policy Act Guidelines.  The guidelines set forth in FSM
1950 apply in considering each application.  The Regional Forester shall determine 
whether an environmental statement is necessary.

5. Nonapproval.  The Regional Forester shall notify the State immediately if the
application is not approved.  Set forth the reasons for not granting approval in the Regional 
Forester's letter and include advice relative to the appropriate appeal procedure.  Send a 
copy of this letter to the Chief.
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