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EMC’s Public Engagement program is launching a regular informational series to bring you valuable
updates in the world of public engagement inside and outside the Forest Service. Learn more, access
previous issues, and join our Community of Practice on our Public Engagement SharePoint site.

Featured FAQ

What is the latest information and guidance on the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA)?

We’ve been receiving a variety of questions about the Federal Advisory Committee Act including how it
applies to certain specific scenarios, needs associated with documentation in the age of social media, and
its application to collaborative groups.

The FACA easy button is a resource developed by the National Partnership Office. We are discussing
creating additional materials that will help the planning and NEPA community understand the parameters
of the FACA as we work more collaboratively with external organizations. Meanwhile, we’d like to
highlight other resources that might answer some of your questions. Check out:

e The National Forest Foundation (NFF) FACAPhobia webinar.

e FACA Committee or Community-based Collaborative, a tool developed by NFF.

What FAQs do you have? Join the discussion on our CoP Discussion Board.

Tools and Resources

Check out the new Public Engagement Reference Guide. This Guide is product of a Senior Leader
Program capstone project that the action learning team completed subsequent to finishing the program.
The Guide provides concise, clear descriptions of common PE terms, information about working with
partners, and approaches to best fit your needs and situation.

We also want to remind you that the Public Engagement Resource Catalog has links to helpful resources
and valuable examples about PE. Explore and see how these resources might add value to your PE efforts.

From the Field

The Salmon-Challis National Forest and the Intermountain Regional Office, in cooperation with Critigen,
recently produced a Story Map to accompany the Salmon-Challis National Forest Assessment. This Story
Map is designed to improve communication with the public by introducing individual chapters of the
Assessment and the geospatial data that will help develop the Need for Change to the existing Salmon-
Challis National Forest Plan. For more information, contact: Joe Krueger at jkrueger@usda.gov.

Training Opportunities

Check out two upcoming training opportunities March 4-8 in Arlington, VA:
e Planning for Effective Public Participation


https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/fs-emc-pe/SitePages/Welcome.aspx
https://www.nationalforests.org/assets/pdfs/FACAEasyButton.pdf
https://nationalforestfoundation.adobeconnect.com/_a961852781/p7mrot5kdl5/?launcher=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal
https://www.nationalforests.org/assets/pdfs/Tool-FACA-chartered-vs.-community-based-collaborative_NFF.pdf
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/fs-emc-pe/Lists/COP%20Discussion%20Board/Flat.aspx?RootFolder=%2Fsites%2Ffs%2Demc%2Dpe%2FLists%2FCOP%20Discussion%20Board%2FWhat%20are%20your%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions%20on%20Public%20Engagement%20and%20Communication&FolderCTID=0x012002004CD564BEED7BBC47877B8E97F2D9CCF7
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/fs-emc-plngrule2012/Shared%20Documents/Public%20Engagement%20Reference%20Guide_508%20Compliant_FS1117_102018%20FINAL.pdf
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/fs-emc-pe/SitePages/Resource%20Catalog.aspx
https://usfs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=d700ad89c3d5414899588e092b9ddc44
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd587194.pdf
mailto:jkrueger@usda.gov
mailto:jkrueger@usda.gov

e Techniques for Effective Public Participation — Learn more than 40 ways to engage the public
in ways that are useful to them and you.

Learn more about training at [AP2’s website: https://www.iap2.org/events/event list.asp

The Udall Foundation’s U.S. Institute for Environmental Conflict Resolution (U.S. Institute) recently
announced its open trainings for 2019!

Community of Practice News

February’s Public Engagement Community of Practice call is Tuesday, February 19" at 2:30pm (US
Eastern). Join us this month to reconnect and recharge post shutdown. PE-focused topics will resume in
March. Join audio by phone: 888-844-9904, Access Code 7561605. Join the video presentation on Adobe
connect: https://usfs.adobeconnect.com/emcpe/.

Upcoming COP call topics include:
March 19 — Public Engagement Reference Guide, Maia Enzer at Ecosystem Management Coordination

Visit our COP SP site or contact Daniel Silvas daniel.silvas@usda.gov to engage, learn, and help us
innovate.

News from Washington, D.C.

USDA Customer Experience Center of Excellence: The EMC Public Engagement program recently
launched a project with the USDA Customer Experience Center of Excellence to analyze public
engagement in the agency’s environmental analysis and decision-making processes. For more
information, contact Brad Kinder at bradley.kinder(@usda.gov.

IAP2 Membership: The Forest Service is now a member of the USA affiliate of the International
Association of Public Participation (IAP2). You can take part in free, monthly learning webinars, receive
the monthly newsletter, and access online resources such as archived webinars and the Journal of Public
Deliberations. You’ll receive discounted registration to events like skill symposiums with topics like how
to evaluate public participation efforts, building public trust, and large scale engagement techniques.
Check out IAP2 USA’s event calendar for details on future events. Everyone and anyone in the Forest
Service may join. To register as a member and receive your individual login, please email
info@iap2usa.org and provide your basic contact information (name, email, address, department and
title). For more information, contact Sharon Timko at sharon.timko@usda.gov.

Citizen Science Competitive Funding Program: Applications are due on February 24th at 11:59 pm EST

More Information + Contacts

For more information about EMC’s Public Engagement Program, visit our Public Engagement SharePoint
site and connect with:

Public Engagement (Deb Beighley, Assistant Director)
Brad Kinder, Public Engagement Specialist, bradley.kinder@usda.gov, 202-239-4184
Sharon Timko, Public Engagement Specialist, sharon.timko@usda.gov, 202-205-1140
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Daniel Silvas, Public Engagement Specialist, daniel.silvas@usda.gov, 970-295-5769
Catherine Doyle-Capitman, Social Scientist, catherine.doyle-capitman@usda.gov, 202-205-1643

Planning (Andrea Bedell-Loucks, Assistant Director)
Maia Enzer, Planning and Public Engagement Advisor, maia.enzer@usda.gov, 503-312-8863

Adaptive Management (Jamie Barbour, Assistant Director)
Madelyn Dillon, Strategic Communication Specialist, madelyn.dillon@usda.gov, 970-295-5734
Michelle Tamez, Natural Resource Specialist, michelle.tamez@usda.gov, 202-205-1194
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