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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the Under Secretary 

Natural Resources and Environment 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20250-0108 

March 18, 2025 

THE HONORABLE JOHN BOOZMAN 

Chairman 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
United States Senate 
328A Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Chairman Boozman: 

In response to the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act (Public 
Law 116-9), enclosed is the list of closures to federal land to hunting, fishing, and recreational 
shooting for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service. 

After 30 days, but before 60 days, from the date of this letter, this report will be posted to the 
Forest Service website at: https: //www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance, per Public 
Law 118-172. 

If you have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720- 7095. We sent an identical letter and the report to Ranking 
Member Amy Klobuchar. 

KRISTIN A. SLEEPER 

Deputy Under Secretary 
US. Department ofAgriculture 

Enclosure 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance
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Natural Resources and Environment 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20250-0108 

March 18, 2025 

THE HONORABLE AMY KLOBUCHAR 

Ranking Member 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
United States Senate 
328A Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Ranking Member Klobuchar: 

In response to the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act (Public 
Law 116-9), enclosed is the list of closures to federal land to hunting, fishing, and recreational 
shooting for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service. 

After 30 days, but before 60 days, from the date of this letter, this report will be posted to the 
Forest Service website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance, per Public 
Law 118-172. 

If you have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We sent an identical letter and the report to 
Chairman John Boozman. 

Deputy Under Secretary 
US. Department ofAgriculture 

Enclosure 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance
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United States  
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the Under Secretary 

Natural Resources and Environment 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20250-0108 

March 18, 2025 

THE HONORABLE ANGIE CRAIG 

Ranking Member 
Committee on Agriculture 
US. House ofRepresentatives 
JOJO Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Ranking Member Craig: 

In response to the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act (Public 
Law 116-9), enclosed is the list of closures to federal land to hunting, fishing, and recreational 
shooting for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service. 

After 30 days, but before 60 days, from the date of this letter, this report will be posted to the 
Forest Service website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance, per Public 
Law 118-172. 

If you have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We sent an identical letter and the report to 
Chairman Glenn "GT" Thompson. 

KRISTIN A. SLEEPER 

Deputy Under Secretary 
US. Department ofAgriculture 

Enclosure 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance
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Agriculture 

Office of the Under Secretary 

Natural Resources and Environment 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20250-0108 

March 18, 2025 

THE HONORABLE GLENN "GT" THOMPSON 

Chairman 
Committee on Agriculture 
US. House ofRepresentatives 
1301 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Thompson: 

In response to the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act (Public 
Law 116-9), enclosed is the list of closures to federal land to hunting, fishing, and recreational 
shooting for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service. 

After 30 days, but before 60 days, from the date of this letter, this report will be posted to the 
Forest Service website at: https: //www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance, per Public 
Law 118-172. 

If you have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We sent an identical letter and the report to Ranking 
Member Angie Craig. 

Deputy Under Secretary 
US. Department ofAgriculture 

Enclosure 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance


 

  

USDA United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the Under Secretary 

Natural Resources and Environment 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20250-0108 

March 18, 2025 

THE HONORABLE MIKE LEE 

Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
United States Senate 
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Chairman Lee: 

In response to the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act (Public 
Law 116-9), enclosed is the list of closures to federal land to hunting, fishing, and recreational 
shooting for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service. 

After 30 days but before 60 days from the date of this letter, this report will be posted to the 
Forest Service website at: https://www.fs.usda. gov/about-agency/budget-performance, per Public 
Law 118-172. 

Ifyou have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We sent an identical letter to Ranking Member 
Martin Heinrich. 

KRISTIN A. SLEEPER 

Deputy Under Secretary 
U.S. Department ofAgriculture 

Enclosure 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance


 

 

USDA United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the Under Secretary 

Natural Resources and Environment 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20250-0108 

March 18, 2025 

THE HONORABLE MARTIN HEINRICH 

Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
United States Senate 
304 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Ranking Member Heinrich: 

In response to the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act (Public 
Law 116-9), enclosed is the list of closures to federal land to hunting, fishing, and recreational 
shooting for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service. 

After 30 days but before 60 days from the date of this letter, this report will be posted to the 
Forest Service website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance, per Public 
Law 118-172. 

If you have any questions, please have a member ofyour staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We sent an identical letter to Chairman Mike Lee. 

Kristin A. SLEEPER 
Deputy Under Secretary 
US. Department ofAgriculture 

Enclosure 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance


  
USDA United States 

Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the Under Secretary 

Natural Resources and Environment 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20250 -0108 

March 18, 2025 

THE HONORABLE BRUCE WESTERMAN 

Chairman 
Committee on Natural Resources 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Chairman Westerman: 

In response to the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act (Public 
Law 116-9), enclosed is the list of closures to federal land to hunting, fishing, and recreational 
shooting for the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Service. 

After 30 days but before 60 days from the date of this letter, this report will be posted to the 
Forest Service website at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-perfonnance, per Public 
Law 118-172. 

If you have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We sent an identical letter to Ranking Member Jared 
Huffman. 

KRISTIN A. SLEEPER 

Deputy Under Secretary 
U.S. Department ofAgriculture 

Enclosure 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-perfonnance


  

   

   

USDA United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Office of the Under Secretary 

Natural Resources and Environment 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

20250-0108 

March 18, 2025 

THE HONORABLE JARED HUFFMAN 

Ranking Member 
Committee on Natural Resources 
US. House ofRepresentatives 
1332 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Ranking Member Huffman: 

In response to the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act (Public 
Law 116-9), enclosed is the list of closures to federal land to hunting, fishing, and recreational 
shooting for the U.S. Department of Agriculture 's Forest Service. 

After 30 days but before 60 days from the date of this letter, this report will be posted to the 
Forest Service website at: https: //www.fs.usda. gov/about-agency/budget-performance, per Public 
Law 118-172. 

If you have any questions, please have a member of your staff contact the Office of 
Congressional Relations at (202) 720-7095. We sent an identical letter to Chairman Bruce 
Westerman. 

y,Sincerely, 

Kristi N A. SLEEPER 

Deputy Under Secretary 
U.S. Department ofAgriculture 

Enclosure 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/budget-performance


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

USDA Forest Service 
U.S. DEPARTMENT 

Closure Of Federal Land to 
Hunting, Fishing, And Recreational Shooting 

Within Section 4103 of Public Law 116-9, the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and 
Recreation Act (Act), the Forest Service received the following directive: 

On an annual basis, the Secretaries concerned shall— (1) publish on a public website a 
list of all areas of Federal land temporarily or permanently subject to a closure under 
this section; and (2) submit to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources and the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate and the Committee on 
Natural Resources and the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives a 
report that identifies— (A) a list of each area of Federal land temporarily or permanently 
subject to a closure; (B) the acreage of each closure; and (C) a survey of— (i) the 
aggregate areas and acreage closed under this section in each State; and (ii) the 
percentage of Federal land in each State closed under this section with respect to 
hunting, fishing, and recreational shooting. (e) APPLICATION—This section shall not 
apply if the closure is— (1) less than 14 days in duration; and (2) covered by a special 
use permit. 

Background 
In March 2019, the John D. Dingell Jr. Conservation, Management and Recreation Act 
(Public Law 116-9) was signed. This act required that Federal land shall be open to hunting, fishing, and 
recreational shooting, in accordance with applicable law, unless the Secretary concerned closes an area in 
accordance with Section 4103. To comply with this Act, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest 
Service (Forest Service) promulgated directives in Forest Service Handbook (FSH 5309.11, Ch. 30, 
Section 341) on April 8, 2021, defining Permanent and Temporary specific to Hunting, Fishing, or 
Recreational Shooting Orders as follows: 

• Permanent Hunting, Fishing, or Recreational Shooting Order. A hunting, fishing, or 
recreational shooting order that is in effect for more than 180 days, including an order that 
remains in effect until rescinded or an order that is in effect for 180 days or less and recurs 
annually in accordance with its terms. 

• Temporary Hunting, Fishing, or Recreational Shooting Order. A hunting, fishing, or 
recreational shooting order that is in effect for 180 days or less, does not recur annually in 
accordance with its terms, and is not an emergency order or a short-term order. 

Closing National Forest System (NFS) lands permanently or temporarily to hunting, fishing, or recreational 

1 https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/regulations-policies/handbook/530911-30-violations 
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USDA Forest Service 

U.S. DEPARTMENT 

shooting is an extensive process that includes informing the public of the intent to close and the reason for 
the closure. Below are the steps that the Forest Service follows to implement these closures: 

1. Create the initial management proposal to close public land. 
2. Outreach and coordinate with various stakeholders including Tribes, State fish and 

wildlife agencies, and the Federal Lands Hunting, Fishing, and Shooting Sports 
Roundtable. 

3. Create and distribute a public notice in the Federal Register for comments on the proposal (60 
days for permanent closures and 30 days for temporary closures), which includes the proposed 
Closure Order, proposed Closure Order map, proposed justification documentation, and proposed 
regulatory certifications. 

4. In a final decision, the Forest Service responds in a reasoned manner to the comments received, 
explaining how the Forest Service resolved any significant issues raised by the comments and 
demonstrating how the resolution led to the closure. 

5. Final decisions are noticed in the Federal Register and final documents, including the final 
Closure Order, final map, response to comments, final justification documentation, and final 
regulatory certifications, are posted on the relevant National Forest and/or National Grasslands 
website. 

Closure information is organized by the Forest Service Washington Office and is updated 
annually. This information can be found online at https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-
agency/regulations-policies/dingell-act-closures. 

Current Closure Status Overview: 
Table 1. Summary of National Forest System (NFS) Dingell Act Hunting, Fishing, or 
Recreational Shooting Permanent and Temporary Closures 

Fiscal Year Permanent 
Closures 

Acres 
Permanently 

Closed 

Acres of 
Permanently 
Seasonally 

Closed 

Temporary 
Closures 

Acres 
Temporarily 

Closed 

2019 0 NA* NA 0 NA 

2020 0 NA NA 0 NA 

2021 1 23 NA 0 NA 

2022 0 NA NA 0 NA 

2023 2 5,090 42,000 0 NA 

2024 3 114,712 55,714 0 NA 
*NA = not applicable 

Page 2 of 4 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/regulations-policies/dingell-act-closures
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/regulations-policies/dingell-act-closures


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USDA Forest Service 
U.S. DEPARTMENT 

Table 2. Summary of National Forest System (NFS) Dingell Act Hunting, Fishing, or 
Recreational Shooting Closures by State 

State NFS Acresⁱ 
2019-2024 Acres 

Permanently Closed 
2019- 2024 Acres 

Seasonally 
Permanently Closed 

Percent Acres of NFS 
Lands Closed 

Within Each State 
Arizona 11,183,887 5,090 0 0.0455% 

Montana 17,254,317 34,041 0 0.1973% 
South Dakota 2,006,708 80,694 0 4.0212% 

Wyoming 9,226,016 0 97,714 1.0591% 
Totals 39,670,928 119,825 97,714 0.5484%ⁱⁱ 

ⁱTotal NFS acres per state derived from Land Areas Report of the National Forest System (LAR). 
ⁱⁱ Total percentage of NFS land closed for all 4 of these states. For total NFS land, this percentage is less than 0.1126%. 

Fiscal Year 2021 Dingell Act Closures 
Montana 

Beattie Gulch and McConnell Fishing Access Area: In fiscal year 2021, the Custer-Gallatin National 
Forest permanently closed 23 acres of NFS lands (18 acres in the Beattie Gulch area and 5 acres in the 
McConnell Fishing Access Area) to protect public health and safety in close proximity of private 
residences, developed facilities, and high-density hunter and public use2. [36 CFR 261.58 (m)]. 

Fiscal Year 2023 Dingell Act Closures 
Arizona 

Huachuca Mountains – East: The Coronado National Forest permanently closed 5,090 acres of NFS 
lands to protect public health and safety within the wildland-urban interface on the eastern side of the 
Huachuca Mountains3. Prohibition: Discharging a firearm, air rifle or gas gun 
[36 CFR 261.58 (m)]. 

Wyoming 

Management Area 3.67 (Thunder Basin National Grassland): The Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests 
and Thunder Basin National Grasslands permanently closed seasonally, February 1 to August 15, 
approximately 42,000 acres to prairie dog hunting to protect at-risk animal species associated with black-
tailed prairie dog colonies during breeding, nesting, and brood-rearing seasons within Management Area 
3.674. Prohibition: Hunting prairie dogs in the Restricted Area from February 1st to August 15th of each 
year [36 CFR 261.58 (v)]. 

Fiscal Year 2024 Dingell Act Closures 
Wyoming 
Pole Mountain Area: The Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests and Thunder Basin National Grasslands 
permanently closed, seasonally March 31 to September 10, approximately 55,714 acres to recreational 
shooting to address public safety and natural resource concerns in the Pole Mountain Area5. Prohibition: 
Discharging a firearm, air rifle or gas gun annually from March 31 to September 10 [36 CFR 261.58 (m)]. 

Page 3 of 4 
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USDA Forest Service 

U.S. DEPARTMENT 

South Dakota 
Conata Basin, Management Area 3.63: The Nebraska National Forests and National Grasslands issued a 
final permanent order that will prohibit prairie dog hunting on 80,694 acres of the Conata Basin6 area of the 
Wall Ranger District in the Buffalo Gap National Grassland (BGNG). The purpose of the final permanent 
order is to maintain quality black-footed ferret habitat with a sufficient food source (prairie dogs), prevent 
incidental take of the threatened and endangered black-footed ferret, and address the safety of Forest 
Service and contractor personnel as they study and manage the ferrets [36 CFR 261.58 (v)]. 

Montana 
Hyalite Creek Drainage: The Custer- Gallatin National Forest issued a final permanent order prohibiting 
recreational shooting in the Hyalite Creek Drainage in the Bozeman Ranger District of the CGNF7. The 
final permanent recreational shooting order, which replaces an emergency order issued under the Dingell 
Act, addresses public safety concerns associated with recreational shooting in this 34,018-acre, narrow 
watershed that experiences high visitation due to its proximity to Bozeman, MT. [36 CFR 261.58 (m)]. 

2 https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/custergallatin/alerts-notices/?aid=59503 
3 https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/coronado/alerts-notices/?aid=79749 
4 https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/mbr/alerts-notices/?cid=stelprdb5139680 
5 https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/mbr/alerts-notices/?cid=stelprdb5139680 
6 https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/nebraska/alerts-notices/?cid=fseprd604002 
7 https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/custergallatin/alerts-notices/?aid=89959 
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