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Non-Nafive Invasive Species

They’re munching our trees, invading our waters, and taking over our favorite natural communities.
They are invasive species! They are plants, animals, and pathogens from other parts of the world -
even other parts of our own country! They outcompete, outlast, and outlive our natives. The threat
to natural communities posed by invasive species is secand only to habitat loss. But before you get
too tough on them, remember, they couldn’t do it without us! Pecple are the ones who travel around
the world, trade with other countries, and transport invasive species to places they could never have
gone by themselves.

Everyday, people cross international borders, vacation in pristine natural areas, travel to developing
countries, ship materials across the oceans, and obtain plants and animals for fun and profit. Each
move, each transaction, each development opens a door.

To stop the invasion, we have to become aware of the threat and become uncomfortable about
what we might be losing. This Non-native Invasive Species Learning Kit includes four modules
designed to take people from awareness of the problem to taking action. Activities in the modules
are designed for use by USFS staff, teachers, and non-formal educators with people of all ages.

Get a Grip on Biodiversity!

Celebrate diversity through story and art, check out what happens when invasives take over an
area, and get ready to learn more about invasive species. Activities include: The Salamander
Room, Web of Life, Freeze Frame, There’s a Hair in My Dirt!, and Jargon Unplugged.

Meer the Invaders!

Confront some invasive species, discover their adaptations, and find out why they are such a
problem. Activities include: Ad-libbed Aliens, Bioblunder Tribunal, Super Alien, Outwit-Outplant-
Qutlast, and Meadow in a Can.

Close the Doors

Track down invasive species in your own neighborhood, discover how they arrived, and find out
how you can prevent further introductions. Activities include: BioBlitz, Means & Modes, Sticky
Situations, and Homeland Security.

0o Something! - This s the medule you have!

Measure the spread of invasives, discover how everyday decisions can make a difference, and
create invasive species artwork. Activities include: Biodiversity Index, Rival for Survival, Pet
Detective, Miss Rumphius Revisited, and Inspired by Wrath.
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