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Public Law 113-79
113th Congress

An Act
To provide for the reform and continuation of agricultural and other programs Feb. 7, 2014
of the Department of Agriculture through fiscal year 2018, and for other purposes. [H.R. 2642]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, Agricultural Act
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“(iii) land that is subject to rights of use, occu-
pancy, and benefit of certain Indian tribes;

“(iv) land that is held in fee title by an Indian
tribe; or

“(v) land that is owned by a native corporation
formed under section 17 of the Act of June 18, 1934
(commonly known as the ‘Indian Reorganization Act’)
(25 U.S.C. 477) or section 8 of the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1607); or

“(vi) a combination of 1 or more types of land
described in clauses (i) through (v).
“(B) ENROLLMENT OF ACREAGE.—In the case of”.

(b) CHANGE IN FUNDING SOURCE FOR HEALTHY FORESTS
RESERVE PROGRAM.—Section 508 of the Healthy Forests Restoration
Act of 2003 (16 U.S.C. 6578) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking “IN GENERAL” and inserting

“F1scAL YEARS 2009 THROUGH 20137,

(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as subsection (d); and
(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the following:

“(b) F1scAL YEARS 2014 THROUGH 2018.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to the Secretary of Agriculture to carry out
this section %12,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2014 through 2018.

“(c) ADDITIONAL SOURCE OF FUNDS.—In addition to funds appro-
priated pursuant to the authorization of appropriations in sub-
section (b) for a fiscal year, the Secretary may use such amount
of the funds appropriated for that fiscal year to carry out the
Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act (16 U.S.C. 590a
et seq.) as the Secretary determines necessary to cover the cost
of technical assistance, management, and enforcement responsibil-
ities for land enrolled in the healthy forests reserve program pursu-
ant to subsections (a) and (b) of section 504.”.

SEC. 8204. INSECT AND DISEASE INFESTATION.

Title VI of the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (16
U.S.C. 6591 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 602. DESIGNATION OF TREATMENT AREAS. 16 USC 6591a.

“(a) DEFINITION OF DECLINING FOREST HEALTH.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘declining forest health’ means a forest that is experi-
encing—

“(1) substantially increased tree mortality due to insect
or disease infestation; or

“(2) dieback due to infestation or defoliation by insects
or disease.

“(b) DESIGNATION OF TREATMENT AREAS.—

“(1) INITIAL AREAS.—Not later than 60 days after the date
of enactment of the Agricultural Act of 2014, the Secretary
shall, if requested by the Governor of the State, designate
as part of an insect and disease treatment program 1 or more
landscape-scale areas, such as subwatersheds (sixth-level
hydrologic units, according to the System of Hydrologic Unit
Codes of the United States Geological Survey), in at least
1 national forest in each State that is experiencing an insect
or disease epidemic.

“(2) ADDITIONAL AREAS.—After the end of the 60-day period
described in paragraph (1), the Secretary may designate addi-
tional landscape-scale areas under this section as needed to
address insect or disease threats.
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16 USC 6591b.

“(c) REQUIREMENTS.—To be designated a landscape-scale area
under subsection (b), the area shall be—

“(1) experiencing declining forest health, based on annual
forest health surveys conducted by the Secretary;

“(2) at risk of experiencing substantially increased tree
mortality over the next 15 years due to insect or disease infesta-
tion, based on the most recent National Insect and Disease
Risk Map published by the Forest Service; or

“(3) in an area in which the risk of hazard trees poses
an imminent risk to public infrastructure, health, or safety.
“(d) TREATMENT OF AREAS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may carry out priority
projects on Federal land in the areas designated under sub-
section (b) to reduce the risk or extent of, or increase the
resilience to, insect or disease infestation in the areas.

“(2) AUTHORITY.—Any project under paragraph (1) for
which a public notice to initiate scoping is issued on or before
September 30, 2018, may be carried out in accordance with
subsections (b), (¢), and (d) of section 102, and sections 104,
105, and 106.

“(3) EFFECT.—Projects carried out under this subsection
shall be considered authorized hazardous fuel reduction projects
for purposes of the authorities described in paragraph (2).

“(4) REPORT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with the schedule
described in subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall issue

2 reports on actions taken to carry out this subsection,

including—

“(i) an evaluation of the progress towards project
goals; and

“(i1) recommendations for modifications to the
projects and management treatments.
“(B) SCHEDULE.—The Secretary shall—

“i) not earlier than September 30, 2018, issue
the initial report under subparagraph (A); and

“(i1) not earlier than September 30, 2024, issue
the second report under that subparagraph.

“(e) TREE RETENTION.—The Secretary shall carry out projects
under subsection (d) in a manner that maximizes the retention
of old-growth and large trees, as appropriate for the forest type,
to the extent that the trees promote stands that are resilient
to insects and disease.

“(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized
to be appropriated to carry out this section $200,000,000 for each
of fiscal years 2014 through 2024.

“SEC. 603. ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection (d), a
project described in subsection (b) that is conducted in accordance
with section 602(d) may be—

“(1) considered an action categorically excluded from the
requirements of Public Law 91-190 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);
and

“(2) exempt from the special administrative review process
under section 105.

“(b) COLLABORATIVE RESTORATION PROJECT.—
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