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The Grandfather Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Project brings together diverse partners to 
restore the forest health and resilience of a unique section of the southern Blue Ridge Mountains. The 
project is reducing fire risk, removing invasive species, improving wildlife habitat, and increasing recreation 
opportunities. One of the project’s many successes is the work across ownerships to remove Japanese 
knotweed from the Wilson Creek Wild and Scenic River Corridor. This invasive plant species takes over 
riparian areas, competing with native vegetation and reducing the quality of trout habitat in the waters of 
Wilson Creek. Successful treatment of Japanese knotweed requires removing the plant from both the National 
Forest System and privately owned land in the river corridor. The Forest Service, North Carolina Wildlife 
Resource Commission, and the partner group Friends of Wilson Creek are working on National Forest System 
lands and with private 
property owners to 
remove Japanese 
knotweed, with plans 
to eradicate Japanese 
knotweed from the area 
by 2017.


