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	Type of Review
	Other Comments

	Agency: Forest Service; Rocky Mountain Research Station
	Agency Contact name email phone: Matthew P Thompson / matthew.p.thompson@usda.gov / 970-498-1302
	Title of Review: An empirical assessment of cross-boundary wildfire transmission in the western United States
	Purpose of Review: Influential Scientific Review process
	Primary DisciplineTypes of Expertise Needed for Review: Wildfire Risk Management
Wildfire Risk Governance
	Reviewer Names and Affiliations: Donald MacGregor, PhD, MacGregor Bates Corporation
Matthew Hamilton, PhD, Ohio State University
	Expected Publication Outlet Science or Similar Peer Reviewed Journal: Nature Scientific Reports
	Organizations Name: 
	Influential Scientific Information: Choice1
	Highly Influential Scientific Information: Off
	Panel Review: Off
	Individual Review: Choice2
	Alternative Process (Button): Off
	Alternative Process (Text): Soliciting feedback and critique from wildfire risk experts. Paper also underwent policy and statistical review.
	Number of Reviewers 3 or Fewer: Choice1
	Number of Reviewers: 4 to 10: Off
	Number of Reviewers: More than 10: Off
	Reviewers Selected By Agency: Choice1
	Reviewers Selected By Designated Outside Organization: Off
	Opportunities for Public Comment Yes: Off
	Opportunities for Public Comment No: Choice2
	How: 
	When: 
	Public Nomination / Review Panel Yes: Off
	Peer Reviewers / Public Comments Yes: Off
	Peer Reviewers / Public Comment No: Choice4
	Public Nominations / Review Panel No: Choice6
	Other Comments: Summary of Peer Reviewers' Comments:
Both reviewers appreciated the relevance of the analysis and thought the findings could contribute significantly to our understanding of cross-boundary fire transmission. There were no expressed concerns regarding methods or interpretation of results. Most comments were minor in nature, requesting clarity or offering helpful suggestions to frame results and implications. Some of these changes include defining how cross-boundary fire transmission was quantified earlier in the paper, clarifying that analysis focused on Forest Service lands and not all public lands, discussing factors related to ignition prevention including some potential challenges of limiting road access, referencing Community Wildfire Protection Plans, and recognizing variability in authorities, objectives, capacities, and capabilities of different wildfire response organizations. Reviewers also helped create a more compelling narrative and fruitful research directions, including discussing how a better understanding of cross-boundary risk can lead to more targeted investments, can inform decision-making at multiple administrative scales to address cross-boundary fire risk mitigation, and can possibly shift how we conceive of the most appropriate role for the Forest Service in addressing cross-boundary wildfire risk.
	Start Date: 03/10/2021
	End Date: 04/15/2021


