UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE
GEORGE WASHINGTON AND JEFFERSON NATIONAL FORESTS

FOREST ORDER NO. 08-08-14-26-01

Pursuant to Title 16 U.S.C. § 551, and Title 36 C.F.R. § 261.50(a) and (b), for the protection of
public health and safety the following acts are prohibited on the Mount Rogers National Recreation
Area of the George Washington and Jefferson National Forests. This Forest Order is effective
from the date signed by the Forest Supervisor until November 30, 2026 or until terminated by an
authorized Forest Service official, whichever occurs first.

1. Going into or being upon National Forest System lands within this area: The Virginia
Creeper National Recreation Trail (VCNRT) (Forest Service Trail 45 75) starting at
Trestle 16 in the Town of Damascus to Milepost 18.84, to include an area defined as
25 feet from centerline of the VCNRT on either side, is closed except where USDA
Forest Service ownership is less than described. In those areas, the trail corridor
(USDA Forest Service property) is closed, this includes areas bordered by private or
municipal property. 36 C.F.R. § 261.53 (e). See Exhibit A attached.

2 Being on any National Forest System trail listed in Exhibit B. 36 C.F.R.§ 261.55(a).
3 Entering or using developed recreation sites listed in Exhibit B.36 C.F.R. § 261.58(b).

Pursuant to 36 C.FR §261.50(e), the following persons are exempt from this Order:

. Any Federal, State, or local officer, or member of an organized response and/or rescue
team in performance of official duty.

2 Persons with Forest Service Permit No. FS-7700-48 (Permit for Use of Roads, Trails, or
Areas Restricted by Regulation or Order), specifically exempting them from this Order.

3. Owners or lessees of land and residents of such private landholdings, to the extent
necessary to access their land.

These prohibitions are in addition to:
(a) the general prohibitions in 36 C.F.R. §§ 261.1-261.23 (Subpart A);
(b) all other Forest Orders currently in effect, 36 C.E.R. §§ 261.50-261.58 (Subpart B); and
(¢) all other Regional Orders currently in effect, 36 C.F.R. §§ 261.70 (Subpart C).

Executed in Roanoke, VA, this 6th day of January 2026.

wso T

e
Jdgy P/ﬁmm, Forest Supervisor
George Washington and Jefferson National Forests

Violations of these prohibitions set forth above are punishable by fine of not more than $5,000 for
an individual and $10,000 for an organization, or imprisonment for not more than (6) six months,
orboth. 16 U.S.C. §551 and 18 U.S.C. §§ 3559 and 3571.
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Exhibit A. Map of Closure Area
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Exhibit B. List of Closed National Forest System Trails (FST) and Forest Developed Recreation
Sites.

National Forest System Trails

APPALACHIAN NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL (ANST) AT MILEPOST 481.2 TO 490.9
(approximately from Straight Branch Trailhead to Grassy Ridge Road (Route 859), including
crossings and parking areas on Route 58)

WHITETOP LAUREL FISHING TRAIL — FST 4645
TAYLORS VALLEY SPUR — FST 4651

Developed Recreation Sites

CREEK JUNCTION TRAILHEAD

STRAIGHT BRANCH TRAILHEAD

WHITETOP STATION PARKING LOT AND TRAILHEAD

GREEN COVE PARKING LOT AND FACILITY
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