
The Inventory
Southern Research Station, Forest Inventory & Analysis

An Update Concerning the SRS FIA Program

SRS FIA Information Update

The Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) Program is given input on the direction, focus, 
and areas to emphasize in the implementation of the FIA Program from many groups, 
individuals, and policymakers in the government. Some of this input is formal and much 
of it is informal. We factor in Congressional direction through the various Farm Bills 
and use that information to subsequently develop the latest National FIA Strategic Plan. 
Another formal process to acquire the direction of the National FIA Program is through 
an annual National FIA User Group meeting that is held to afford users of FIA data a 
chance to provide input on the direction of the FIA Program.

The next iteration of the National FIA Users Group Meeting is scheduled for late April. 
(More details are contained in an article of this edition of “The Inventory”.) The National 
FIA Users Group Meeting is an opportunity for cooperators, partners, and users of FIA 
data and information to provide feedback on the direction and productivity of the FIA 
Program. In addition, the FIA program, through various presentations, provides updates 
on components of the FIA Program. New to the schedule this year at the National FIA 
Users Group Meeting is a Flash Session. The Flash Session is structured for cooperators, 
partners, and users of FIA data and information to give a short (3 slides—8 minutes) 
presentation on examples of how they have used FIA data to meet their information 
needs and provide feedback on what they would like to be able to do with FIA data. 
Should be an interesting session!

If you have any technical questions regarding FIA, please submit those questions to 
Janet Griffin (janetgriffin@fs.fed.us) and we will address them in a future issue of The 
Inventory. Thank you for your interest in FIA and please let us know how we may serve 
you in the future.

Bill Burkman
SRS FIA Program Manager
bburkman@fs.fed.us
865-862-2073

Forest Inventory and Analysis
4700 Old Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919
865-862-2000
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2018 National FIA User 
Group Meeting and 
Forest Carbon Day Event 

For more information, contact 
Bill Burkman at 865-862-2073 
or bburkman@fs.fed.us.

The USDA Forest Service’s FIA Program is 
the nation’s continuous forest census. The 
FIA Program relies on periodic meetings with 
users and partners to ensure that the Program 
is providing the highest quality service and 
meeting objectives. Each year, the USDA Forest 
Service, the Society of American Foresters, and 
NCASI collaborate to organize a National FIA 
User Group meeting. This year, the meeting 
will start with a field trip to Muir Woods on 
Tuesday April 24 in the morning, followed by 
presentations and discussion sessions from 
afternoon on Tuesday and all day on April 25.

On the third day of the FIA User Group 
meeting, (Thursday, April 26) from 8:00 am to 
5:00 pm, a forum will be provided for scientists, 
land managers, and policymakers to understand 
the different tools and data being used for forest 
carbon flux calculations by looking at examples 
in the U.S. and California, and to discuss the 
strengths and limitations of approaches for 
various uses. Policymakers and land managers 

need robust tools to quantify carbon storage and 
flux in forests. National Forest Systems needs 
accurate information to fulfill agency climate 
scorecard requirements and inform forest 
plan revisions. California AB32 and AB1504 
legislation requires methods to assess if forest 
sector activity meets current Greenhouse Gas 
reduction goals. 

Details on both sessions can be found at 
https://www.regonline.com/fiausergroup2018. 
Registration for the meeting is free. Meeting 
sessions will be held at the USDA Forest Service 
PSW Research Station, 800 Buchanan Street, 
Albany, California 94710. Transportation to and 
from the hotel to the meeting location will be 
provided. A block of rooms is being held until 
April 2 at the DoubleTree Berkeley Marina 
Hotel, 200 Marina Blvd., Berkeley CA 94710; 
phone number 510-548-7920.

For more information, contact Steve Prisley at 
NCASI, sprisley@ncasi.org or visit the website.

Data Downloads and Desktop Tools—In 
1992, for the low, low price of $500, a user 
could acquire a 9-track tape containing a State’s 
eastwide database data (county, plot, and tree 
tables) in comma-delimited format. Beginning 
in 2008 users could freely download State 
FIADB Microsoft® Access databases which 
included the PC-EVALIDator reporting tool. 
Today Windows® PC users can create a Postgres 
(Open source/freeware) database containing the 
entire National FIADB using scripts and data 
posted on the FIA DataMart https://apps.fs.usda.
gov/fia/datamart/datamart.html. Also included 
in the download is the Desktop EVALIDator 
reporting tool.

EVALIDator Web-Application Changes—
EVALIDator version 1.7.0.01 (https://apps.
fs.usda.gov/Evalidator/evalidator.jsp) was 
released on March 13th. There have been 
several improvements to the web application.

1. The EVALIDator now gives the user the 
option of producing just the estimates—no 
sampling errors. Estimate only retrievals 
run 7 to 8 times faster than estimate and 

EVALIDator 
Web-Application 
Changes

sampling error retrievals. This option may 
be useful to users who are running larger 
retrievals that encompass several States.

2. Several JAX-RS APIs are now available as 
part of the EVALIDator release. 

a. The “fullreport” API returns an 
EVALIDator report based on the 
22 input parameters provided. This 
API would be useful to anyone 
wanting to run the EVALIDator in 
batch mode. Output available in 
HTML, XML or JSON format.

b. The “refTable” API returns 
information from any single FIADB 
table. It can return columns or 
aggregate function (Oracle SQL) 
information. Output available in 
HTML, XML or JSON format.

c. Application developers might find the 
other APIs useful and we are happy to 
add more as the need arises. Information 
on the APIs is also available on the FIA 
DataMart.

(Continued)
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Knox County Schools 
Career Day 

For more information, contact 
Bill Burkman at 865-862-2073 
or bburkman@fs.fed.us.

Jeff Turner, Larry Cyprian, and Bill Burkman 
participated in the Knox County Schools Career 
Day on Thursday February 15 from 4:00 to 
7:00 pm. The session was targeted for eighth-
grade students in Knox County, TN. The goal of 
the session was to provide students at a critical 
juncture in their education to initiate planning 

for the next steps in their careers. Various Knox 
County business, government organizations 
(local, county, state, and Federal), and local 
colleges and universities participated. Jeff, 
Larry, and Bill talked with 70 or so students 
about careers within the Forest Service.

3. The types of estimates the EVALIDator 
can produce has increased from 135 to 
804; principle among the new additions are 
a variety of biomass and carbon growth, 
removals, and mortality estimates. A 
complete listing is available on the FIA 
DataMart (https://apps.fs.usda.gov/fia/
datamart/images/Evalidator_pop_estimates.
html).

4. Users can now submit user-defined 
plot values to the EVALIDator for use 
in reporting. For example, suppose a 
planner wants to generate forest statistics 

For more information, contact 
Jeff Turner at 865-862-2053 
or jturner02@fs.fed.us, or 
Pat Miles at 651-649-5146 or 
pmiles@fs.fed.us.

by ranger district. Unfortunately ranger 
district information is not available in the 
FIADB. However, latitude and longitude 
information is in the FIADB. So if the 
planner had a map of ranger district 
boundaries, and could overlay FIA plot 
locations on that map, the planner could 
then assign a ranger district value to each 
FIA plot. The planner could then paste a list 
of PlotNumber/RangerDistrictValue pairs 
into the “Row text area to input Plot CNs 
and values” textbox provided.in Step 4 of 
the EVALIDator web application.

EVALIDator 
Web-Application 
Changes (continued)

Larry Cyprian and Jeff Turner.
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SRS and WO Employees 
Attend FRA2020 Global 
Launch

For more information, contact 
Sonja Oswalt at 865-862-2058 
or soswalt@fs.fed.us.

SRS-FIA employee and National Correspondent, 
Sonja Oswalt, along with WO-FIA, Greg Reams, 
and WO Sustainability Assessment NPL, Guy 
Robertson attended the 2020 launch of the 
Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 
in Toluca, Mexico, March 5–9. The FRA, 
conducted every 5 years  by the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization, provides 
information to UN global, regional, and country 
reports as well as serving as a source of data 
used to assess progress towards Sustainable 
Development Goals. In the Toluca meeting, 
over 150 individuals representing more than 
100 countries assembled in working groups to 

receive instructions on a new reporting platform, 
and to access Google Earth Engine (which 
will be used by some countries to generate 
estimates). FIA is a leader in reporting to the 
FRA because of our history of quality ground-
based sampling combined with increasingly 
sophisticated remotely sensed information. 
Attendees also participated in a field trip to 
an “Ejido”—a type of communal land tenure 
stemming from the Aztec tradition of land-
sharing. Participants to the FRA will continue 
to work over the next year and a half to provide 
data to the process.

National Correspondent, 
Sonja Oswalt, along with National 
Program Leader-FIA, Greg Reams 
and National Program Leader for 

Sustainability, Guy Robertson 
gather around computers to 

explore the new FRA reporting 
platform in Toluca, Mexico. 

(photo courtesy of CONAFOR)

Correspondents and participants from over 100 countries participate in a field trip to communal land known as an “Ejido” in Mexico. 
(photo courtesy of CONAFOR)
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FY 2018 Publications 
Published since 
January, 2018

Brandeis, T. J.; Brandeis, C.; Hartsell, A.J. 2018. 
South Carolina’s forests, 2016. Resour. Bull. 
SRS–215. Asheville, NC: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Forest Service, Southern 
Research Station. 74 p. https://srs.fs.usda.gov/
pubs/55741.

Brandeis, T.J.; Zarnoch, S.J.; Oswalt, C.M.; 
Stringer, J. 2017. The lack of adequate quality 
assurance/quality control data hinders the 
assessment of potential forest degradation in a 
national forest inventory. Forest Ecology and 
Management. 396: 176–183. 8 p. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.foreco.2017.04.036. https://srs.
fs.usda.gov/pubs/54113.

Chamberlain, J.; Teets, A.; Kruger, S. 2018. 
Nontimber forest products in the United 
States: an analysis for the 2015 National 
Sustainable Forest Report. e-Gen. Tech. Rep. 
SRS–229, Asheville, NC: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Forest Service, Southern 
Research Station. 36 p. https://srs.fs.usda.gov/
pubs/55657.

Dooley, K.J.W. 2017 (revised 2018). Forests 
of east Texas, 2015. Resource Update 
FS–107. Asheville, NC: U.S. Department 

of Agriculture Forest Service, Southern 
Research Station. 4 p. https://srs.fs.usda.gov/
pubs/53511.

Ludovici, K.; Eaton, R.; Zarnoch, S. 2018. 
Longleaf pine site response to repeated 
fertilization and forest floor removal by 
raking and prescribed burning. e-Res. Pap. 
SRS–60. Asheville, NC: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Forest Service, Southern 
Research Station. 9 p. https://srs.fs.usda.gov/
pubs/55619.

Martin, K.L.; Hwang, T.; Vose, J.M.; Coulston, 
J.W.; Wear, D.N.; Miles, B.; Band, L.E. 2017.
Watershed impacts of climate and land use 
changes depend on magnitude and land use 
context. Ecohydrology. 30: e1870-. https://doi.
org/10.1002/eco.1870. https://srs.fs.usda.gov/
pubs/54729.

Wall, David J.; Cooper, Jason A.; Bentley, 
James W.; Gray, James A. 2018. North 
Carolina harvest and utilization study, 2015. 
e-Resour. Bull. SRS–216. Asheville, NC: U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Forest Service, 
Southern Research Station. 23 p.

Fenced regeneration on communally owned “Ejido” in Mexico. Pine seedlings are fenced until they 
reach a height of 2 meters. (photo courtesy of CONAFOR)

https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/55741
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/55741
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2017.04.036
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2017.04.036
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/54113
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/54113
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/55657
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/55657
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/53511
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/53511
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/55619
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/55619
https://doi.org/10.1002/eco.1870
https://doi.org/10.1002/eco.1870
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/54729
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/54729


6

SRS, FIA—The Inventory Issue 49, March 2018

Status of Current Field 
Inventories

Current Status of FIA 
Data Posted

For more information, contact 
Ali Conner at 865-862-2228 or 
aconner@fs.fed.us.

State
Cycle 

start date 
Subcycle 
start date 

Cycle and 
inventory year of 
current inventory

Percent of current 
subcycle collection 

completed 

Alabama 2016 June, 2017 10:2018 93

Arkansas 2016 May, 2017 11:2017 99

Florida 2014 June, 2016 10:2017 14

Georgia 2015 June, 2017 11:2017 49

Kentucky 2016 May, 2017 08:2016 79

Louisiana 2016 May, 2016 09:2017 26

Mississippi 2016 May, 2017 10:2017 97

North Carolina 2016 Oct., 2016 10:2018 49

Oklahoma (east) 2015 Dec., 2017 09:2017 22

Oklahoma (west) 2009 Dec., 2017 02:2017 0

Puerto Rico 2016 Feb., 2017 06:2017 96

South Carolina 2017 Feb., 2017 12:2017 92

Tennessee 2016 Aug., 2017 10:2016 59

Texas (east) 2013 Mar., 2017 10:2017 99

Texas (west) 2015 Dec., 2017 02:2016 33

U.S. Virgin Islands 2014 Sep., 2014 03:2014 100

Virginia 2017 Sep., 2017 11:2017 44
Information compiled March 22, 2018. 

For more information, contact 
Angie Rowe at 865-862-2052 or 
krowe@fs.fed.us.

2014
2015
2016
2017
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National and Southern FIA Web sites of Interest

National FIA Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us
National FIA database available at: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/
National Timber Product Output (TPO) database available at: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
National Woodland Owner Survey Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos/
Information specific to Southern States: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
Electronic copies of SRS FIA publications at: http//www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/
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FIA is a USDA Forest Service research 
work unit which collects, analyzes, 
and reports on data pertaining to our 
forest land in the Southern region. 
This region includes Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and Virginia.

FIA conducts this program of research 
to improve the understanding of the 
Southern forest ecosystem. 

Government and private agencies 
utilize this data to monitor forest 
resources, forest use, and forest health. 
The collection of data is done on private 
and public land. 

Our system development success is 
a direct result of our partners, our 
talented scientists, analysts, computer 
specialists, and other staff members 
who have continually contributed to the 
mission of this complex project. 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity 
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, 
in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and 
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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