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A recent retirement from SRS FIA started me thinking about FIA and how far we’ve come
in the last 90+ years. Yes, it has been more than 90 years! I have been with the USDA Forest
Service for just short of 30 years, and most of that time has been directly or indirectly
involved with the FIA Program. Only one-third of FIA’s history. Most of my involvement has
been under the “new” annual FIA Program although I was working with the FIA Program
during the previous periodic inventory system. Of course, back then FIA was using variableradius plots.
If you go further back to 1928 when FIA was authorized by Congress that passed the
McSweeney-McNary Act, ordering the USDA to conduct periodic inventories of the Federal,
State, and private forest lands and to report the results to Congress each decade. The language
of that act instructed the Department of Agriculture:
… to make and keep current a comprehensive survey of the present and prospective
requirements for timber and other forest products, and of timber supplies, including a
determination of the present and potential productivity of forest land therein, and of such
other facts as may be necessary in the determination of ways and means to balance the
timber budget of the United States.
Back then the sampling was done with a strip sample that was 1-chain wide by 10 chains long.
After that the Forest Survey, as it was called then, sampled forests with line transects with
fixed-radius plots distributed along the line transect. Each Forest Survey unit had variations
on this basic sampling scheme. Later the plots became more complex with variations on a
nested fixed-radius plot design. It was after WWII that use of photo interpretation with fixedradius plots was utilized in a two-phase sampling with stratification. Around 1960, Forest
Survey switched to 10 individual variable-radius (prism) plots at a sample location which
continued until the mid- to late-1990s when FIA switched to the current annual sampling with
fixed-radius plots again. This is where we are today.
This short description does not cover all of the changes to FIA or Forest Survey over the last
90+ years. It does show how FIA has changed through the years, always to improve forest
inventory information. For more information and details, please refer to the document below.
LaBau, V.J.; Bones, J.T.; Kingsley, N.P.; Lund, H.G.; Smith, W.B. 2007. A history of forest
survey in the United States: 1830–2004. FS-877. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Forest Service. 82 p. https://www.fs.fed.us/emc/rig/documents/HFSbook_
FINAL_07_0625.pdf.
As always, if you have any technical questions regarding FIA, please submit them to Janet
Griffin (janet.griffin@usda.gov) and we’ll answer them in a future issue of The Inventory.
Thank you for your interest in FIA, and please let us know how we may serve you in the
future.

Bill
Forest Inventory and Analysis
4700 Old Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919
865-862-2000

Bill Burkman
SRS FIA Program Manager
bill.burkman@usda.gov
865-862-2073
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Southern Research
Station, Forest Inventory
and Analysis represented
at Annual Agriculture
and Food Fair of the
U.S. Virgin Islands

a farmers’ market, carnival rides, live music
on multiple stages, and of course, many booths
featuring Caribbean food.

For more information, contact
Tom Brandeis at 865-862-2030
or thomas.j.brandeis@usda.gov.
Photos by Tom Brandeis.

Tom Brandeis (SRS FIA), Humfredo Marcano
(SRS FIA), and Kathleen McGinley (IITF)
answered questions about the status of the
islands’ forests, the forest and urban tree
inventory, and upcoming National Woodland
Owners’ Survey. Visitors to the booth received
information packets on the inventory that
included a summary of the past inventory
results. Smokey the Bear and Woodsy Owl
school supplies and coloring pages were
especially popular with the younger visitors.

The U.S. Forest Service’s Southern Research
Station, Forest Inventory and Analysis
(SRS FIA) program and the International
Institute of Tropical Forestry (IITF) provided
information on the currently ongoing
fourth forest inventory of the U.S. Virgin
Islands at the largest agricultural festival
in the Caribbean, the Agrifest (http://www.
viagrifest.org/) Annual Agriculture and
Young visitors to the U.S. Forest Service booth with
Food Fair of the U.S. Virgin Islands, held
Humfredo Marcano (SRS FIA) at the Agrifest, St. Croix,
February 15–17 on the island of St. Croix.
U.S. Virgin Islands.
This 49th celebration of the largest annual
agriculture and food fair in the Caribbean,
The hope is that these outreach efforts will
with the theme of “Agriculture: Trendy
make Virgin Islanders more aware of the
in 2020”, hosted thousands of local and
information about their forests that is available
international visitors on the grounds of the
to them. Also, if landowners better understand
U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Agriculture the importance of the forest inventory, they’ll
campus. The fair featured informative booths
possibly be more agreeable to allowing SRS
about agriculture, fisheries, government
FIA field crews access to their property to
agencies, university cooperative extension
take forest inventory measurements, and to
services, 4-H livestock competitions,
participating in the landowners’ survey.

U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Virgin Islands Department of
Agriculture booths at the Agrifest, St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands.

2

Fairgoers at Agrifest “Agriculture: Trendy in 2020” held
February 15–17 on the island of St. Croix.

SRS, FIA—The Inventory

Issue 57, March 2020
information manager in a Federal natural
resources agency. Helping manage the Southern
Research Station’s trove of forest inventory
and analysis data as part of the prefield team
is an ideal fit for that vision! Along the way to
joining FIA in Knoxville, Tanner has worked
as a research associate at the University of
Tennessee’s Institute of Agriculture and as a
librarian at Maryville College.

FIA Welcomes
Tanner Jessel,
Forestry Technician

Tanner Jessel is a new forestry technician at
the Southern Research Station supporting the
prefield data collection team. Though a new
Forest Service employee, Tanner has previous
Forest Service experience with the Pacific
Northwest Research Station where he worked
at the Western Wildland Environmental Threat
Assessment Center in Prineville, Oregon as a
science communications researcher, and with
the Communications and Applications Group
at the Station Director’s Office in Portland.
There, he helped update the Station’s web site
and supported work to enhance internal and
external communication at the Station.
For more information, contact
Ross Helm at 865-862-2049
or ross.helm@usda.gov.

FY 2020 Publications
Published since
December, 2019

Tanner’s dream job, guiding him from an
undergraduate degree in ecology to graduate
studies in remote sensing, GIS, and information
science, is to work as an environmental

Dooley, K.; McCollum, J. 2019. Texas’ forests,
2013. Resour. Bull. SRS–225. Asheville,
NC: U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest
Service, Southern Research Station. 72 p.
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/59186.

Keeping a connection to natural resources
conservation has been a consistent goal for
Tanner: he volunteers with two nonprofit
organizations directly tied to natural resources
conservation including (1) Discover Life in
America, which coordinates the all-species
biodiversity inventory in Great Smoky
Mountains National Park, and (2) Southeast
Partners in Amphibian and Reptile
Conservation, where he volunteers his time
as a web and social media manager. Tanner
is also active in East Knoxville neighborhood
organizations where he champions historic
preservation and green space conservation
efforts. As part of that work, Tanner has worked
to secure and plant food-producing native
plants for public parks and green space in his
neighborhood. He most recently submitted a
grant proposal to establish a riparian forest
buffer along First Creek at Caswell Park,
and is looking forward to strengthening his
knowledge and appreciation for Southeastern
U.S. forest communities as a full-time
employee of the Southern Research Station.

of Agriculture Forest Service, Southern
Research Station. 4 p. https://doi.org/10.2737/
FS-RU-226. https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/59324.

Oswalt, S.N. 2019. Mississippi’s forests, 2017.
Resour. Bull. SRS–226. Asheville, NC: U.S.
Frank, J.; Weiskittel, A.; Walker, D.; Westfall,
Department of Agriculture Forest Service,
J. A.; Radtke, P.J.; Affleck, D.L.R.; Coulston,
Southern Research Station. 68 p. https://srs.
J.; MacFarlane, D.W. 2019. Gaps in available
fs.usda.gov/pubs/59228.
data for modeling tree biomass in the United
Schmidt, J.P.; Cruse-Sanders, J.;
States. Gen. Tech. Rep. NRS-184. Newtown
Chamberlain, J.L.; Ferreira, S.; Young, J.A.
Square, PA: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
2019. Explaining harvests of wild-harvested
Forest Service, Northern Research Station.
herbaceous plants: American ginseng as
57 p. https://doi.org/10.2737/NRS-GTR-184.
a case study. Biological Conservation.
https://srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/57714.
231: 139–149. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
biocon.2019.01.006. https://srs.fs.usda.gov/
Lambert, S. 2020. Georgia’s forests,
pubs/59392.
2017: Annual update. Resource Update
FS–226. Asheville, NC: U.S. Department
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Current Status of FIA
Data Posted

2019
2018
2017
2016

For more information,
contact Jeff Turner
at 865-862-2053 or
jeffery.turner@usda.gov.

Status of Current Field
Inventories

Cycle
start date

Subcycle
start date

Cycle and
inventory year of
current inventory

Percent of current
subcycle collection
completed

Alabama

2016

Apr., 2019

10:2020

92

Arkansas

2017

Feb., 2020

11:2020

6

Florida

2014

June 2018

10:2019

72

Georgia

2015

June 2019

11:2019

73

Kentucky

2016

June 2018

08:2017

100

Kentuckya

2017

Sep., 2019

08:2018

23

Louisiana

2016

Oct., 2019

09:2018

45

Mississippi

2017

Feb., 2020

10:2020

11

North Carolina

2016

Oct., 2020

10:2020

52

Oklahoma (east)

2015

Nov., 2019

09:2018

56

Oklahoma (west)

2009

Mar., 2018

02:2018

100

Puerto Rico

2016

Nov., 2017

06:2018

100

Puerto Ricoa

2016

Apr., 2019

06:2019

100

South Carolina

2017

May 2019

12:2019

81

Tennessee

2016

Oct., 2019

10:2018

45

Texas (east)

2013

Jan., 2020

11:2020

26

Texas (west)

2015

Nov., 2018

02:2017

99

State

Texas (west)

For more information, contact
Angie Rowe at 865-862-2052
or kimberly.rowe@usda.gov.

4

2016

Aug., 2019

02:2018

34

U.S. Virgin Islands

2014

Dec., 2019

04:2019

13

Virginia

2017

June 2019

11:2019

41

a

Information compiled March 25, 2020.
a
Closing out prior panel—beginning new panel.
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Forest Inventory and Analysis
4700 Old Kingston Pike
Knoxville, TN 37919
865-862-2000

FIA is a USDA Forest Service research
work unit which collects, analyzes,
and reports on data pertaining to our
forest land in the Southern region.
This region includes Alabama,
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina,
Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, and Virginia.
FIA conducts this program of research
to improve the understanding of the
Southern forest ecosystem.

Government and private agencies
utilize this data to monitor forest
resources, forest use, and forest health.
The collection of data is done on private
and public land.
Our system development success is
a direct result of our partners, our
talented scientists, analysts, computer
specialists, and other staff members
who have continually contributed to the
mission of this complex project.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity,
in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write
a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

National and Southern FIA Web sites of Interest
National FIA Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us
National FIA database available at: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/
National Timber Product Output (TPO) database available at: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
National Woodland Owner Survey Web site: http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos/
Information specific to Southern States: http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/
Electronic copies of SRS FIA publications at: http//www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/

