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The Region 9 Genetic Resources Program helps
ensure forvests ave healthy by conserving genetic
vesources for the futuve, providing plant materials
for reforestation and restoration, developing insect-
and disease-tolevant plant material, and supplying
appropriate seed for a changing climate.
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We don’t know which threats will affect a particular
population. However, populations that ave genetically
diverse ave most likely to survive. Forvest Service geneticists
maintain healthy forests and grasslands by helping 4

preserve the genetic diversity of plant populations. %\% Devel oping Pest-Tolerant Plant Material

Exotic pests can devastate native plant populations. Eastern
forests are threatened and affected by exotic insects and
diseases. New threats continue to avise. After our pariners in
research demonstrate that breeding plants for resistance to a
particular pest is practical, the Region 9 genetics program will
continue the breeding program for the national forests.

The Forest Service and cooperators, such as The American Chestnut Foundation is
the University of Minnesota, improve their working with Region 9 to restore chestnut
programs by sharing plant material. trees to the eastern forests.
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