Chapter 2: Planning for Restoration of Small Sites in Wilderness

A Process for Small-Site Restoration in Wilderness }

Management or unit plan defines resource and social setting objectives
Goals, Objectives, Standards, Guidelines
(derived from LAC/VERP or other wilderness planning process)
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Monitor resource conditions
Soils, vegetation, water, fish, wildlife, social, etc.

A v

| OK-Standards met | Not OK-Standards not met
+ (Revised mgmt. actions needed)

v

Prioritize need for revised mgmt. action
* Degree of noncompliance
¢ Sensitivity of resource
¢ Resource/funding availability

v

I Continue mgmt. actions I

Site assessment
Determine initial and ongoing causes of impacts and unnatural conditions
Assess visitor-use patterns (displacement, attractions, trends, etc.)
Assess other factors (biophysical resources, climate, politics, etc.)
Involve interdisciplinary resource specialists
Prepare Minimum Requirements Analysis Step 1—Is action needed?
Conduct scoping for NEPA analysis based on proposed action
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Detailed assessment of ecological and resource parameters
(Interdisciplinary)

: - 3 3
Soil analysis | Plant communities | Invasives Other local factors
Soil classification Nonnatives ESA listed species
Mycorrhizal fungi Aquatic and terrestrial
Borrow/fill sources species
Cultural/heritage
2

Identify limiting factors
Identify revised mgmt. actions needed to meet standards
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[ otner mgmt-opions | ste mgmt_|

* Revegetation
Information
Education Closure
Use regulations Confinement
Permits—No limit Harden
Designated sites Facilities
Area closures Signs
Permits—Limited entry Trail delineation
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h

Restoration plan—Set goals, constraints, and identify specific actions, including resto-
ration site prescriptions, site management, and other actions and mitigating measures

I Process concerns I

| Site prescription elements |

Assess local and landscape wilder-
ness context, etc.

Address interdisciplinary concerns

Develop NEPA preferred
alternative/more alternatives if
needed

Conduct interdisciplinary NEPA

Consider designing project for
research opportunity

Utilize research, training, networks

Establish partnerships for funding,
labor, tools, and equipment

Identify funding from wilderness,
fish, water, soils, grants, etc.

Site stabilization needs

Soil preparation and amendments
Species

Propagation methods

Mulching and plant protection
Signing

Identify sources of plants, soil, and

ana]ysis barriers
Implement ESA consultation
Prepare Minimum Requirements

Analysis, Step 2—Minimum Tools

Consider plant genetics, invasives,
and use of native species

Implementation of restoration plan

v

Site improvement, preparation, and protection measures

* Delineate open areas and closed revegetation areas

¢ Confine campsites and delineate trails
¢ |Install barriers, facilities, etc.
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Scarification Transplant wildlings Collect seed Natural

Stabilization Salvage revegetation

Amendments V.

l Propagate offsite
Plant onsite
| v v 4
Restore natural contour I School Agency Commercial
greenhouse greenhouse greenhouse

A 4 Plant onsite
_N Plant protrection, mulching I‘
v

| Implement other support actions—Engineering, education, enforcement

v

| Maintenance—Watering, exotic removal |

*.

| Monitoring |
v

| Determine project success—Were restoration planning goals and objectives met?
1

| Continue mgmt. actions |

| Adjust mgmt. actions |






