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A New DVD About Firefighter Cohesion and
Entrapment Avoidance

Leslie Anderson, Fire and Aviation Program Leader; Lisa Outka-Perkins, Project Leader

he DVD “Firefighter Cohesion and Entrapment The DVD has three parts:

Avoidance” will help wildland firefighters under- Part I: Cohesion Among Firefighters—Cohesion is

stand the importance of cohesion in avoiding entrap- presented as a concept. Leaders describe what
ment. The Missoula Technology and Development Center cohesion means to them in their everyday
(MTDC) based the DVD on interviews with 49 experienced work.
leaders of firefighters. The DVD summarizes the work prac- Part II: Links to Entrapment Avoidance—ILeaders
tices these leaders use to deal with cohesion problems. describe how cohesion is linked to entrapment

avoidance.

Part III: Eight Common Cohesion Problems on
Fires—This part is divided into eight
sections. Each section covers a common
cohesion problem faced by leaders
and the work practices they used to deal
successfully with the problem.

Current leaders of firefighters or those who will be-
come leaders are the primary audience for this DVD. Other
firefighters can benefit from viewing the program because
they too will have opportunities to help firefighters become

cohesive.
Additional material has been included on the DVD to
help facilitators and users. The materials also can be down-
@pments .
LR D loaded from the T&D Web site at http://www.fs.fed.us/t-d/
To piay DVD in'a computer: T programs/fire/cohesion/ or http://fsweb.mtdc.wo.fs.fed.us/
Double click My Computer > D_ouble ?lick My Computer > . . .
v era et b GG programs/fire/cohesion for Forest Service employees.

The materials include:
* Firefighter Cohesion and Entrapment Avoidance:
Facilitator’s Notes

* Firefighter Cohesion and Entrapment Avoidance:

Story Transcripts
Forest Service * Firefighter Cohesion and Entrapment Avoidance:
Missoula 'l'eshm_)log'y . A .
S7EgElishwag 0 We: Discussion Questions

0951-2M03

For additional information, contact: Lisa Outka-Perkins, project leader; USDA Forest Service, MTDC; 5785 Hwy. 10 West; Missoula, MT
59808-9361. Phone: 406—329-3849; fax: 406—329-3719; e-mail: loutka-perkins @fs.fed.us
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The “Firefighter Cohesion and Entrapment Avoidance” DVD will help wildland firefighters understand the importance of cohesion in
avoiding entrapment by the fire they are fighting. The Missoula Technology and Development Center prepared the DVD based on inter-
views with 49 experienced leaders of firefighters. The 90-minute DVD has three parts: Part I-Cohesion Among Firefighters—Cohesion
is presented as a concept and leaders describe what cohesion means to them in their everyday work. Part II-Links to Entrapment
Avoidance—Leaders describe how cohesion is linked to entrapment avoidance. Part III-Eight Common Cohesion Problems on Fires—

Each section covers a common cohesion problem and the work practices that can be used to deal with the problem.
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Additional single copies of this document may be ordered Electronic copies of MTDC’s documents are available on

from: the Internet at:
USDA Forest Service http://www.fs.fed.us/eng/t-d.php
Missoula Technology and Development Center
5785 Hwy. 10 West Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management employ-
Missoula, MT 59808-9361 ees can search a more complete collection of MTDC’s
Phone: 406-329-3978 documents, CDs, DVDs, and videos on their internal
Fax: 406-329-3719 computer networks at:
E-mail: wo_mtdc_pubs@fs.fed.us http://fsweb.mtdc.wo.fs.fed.us/search/

For additional information about firefighter cohesion,
contact Lisa Outka-Perkins at MTDC:

Phone: 406-329-3849

Fax: 406-329-3719

E-mail: loutka-perkins @fs.fed.us

The Forest Service, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), has developed this information tor the guidance of its employees, its contractors, and its cooperating Federal and State agencies, and is
not responsible for the interpretation or use of this information by anyone except its own employees. The use of trade, firm, or corporation names in this document is for the information and convenience of the
reader, and does not constitute an endorsement by the Department of any product or service to the exclusion of others that may be suitable.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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