
Couple more points I’d like to make in regard to tying – one in relation to the height that you tie, the other one in relation to the length that you tie.  We like to use a concept where any time you tie up when a horse or mule is standing at their normal head height which she’s doing here right now, you want to tie at a level that is somewhere between their eye and their muzzle, so this rail right here would be just perfect for tying a mule the size of Gracie here.  Gracie’s a pretty tall mule.  If you had a shorter mule and their head was down here, you’d want to be on a rail that’s a little bit lower.

The other concern is the length that you want to tie these animals.  It’s real easy to tie an animal too short, and then they’re uncomfortable if they’re tied too short.  You get them tied too long you have a real safety concern that they might step over that and get into trouble.  So, what we like to talk about when we’re doing that, again, when their head’s at normal head height, the distance of the rope to the ground, that’s the longest you’re going to want to tie them up.  When they’re tied up, that would be a good length to have her tied up, at that length right there.  That way she can’t step over the rope, and yet she’s got a little bit of room to move and she’s a lot more comfortable. 
